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PEEFAOE. 



The story of the great battles of our civil war will grow 
in interest as the years pass on. Believing that every par- 
ticipant should, as far as circumstances permit, write down 
and make public such incidents as have come to his notice, 
I have, at the request of many comrades, undertaken the 
task of writing a history of the battle of Stone's River. 
My authorities are the reports, both Union and Confederate, 
in the archives of the War Department, together with the 
maps accompanying them. 

I am aware that this account differs from others hereto- 
fore published ; but I know that the latter do not place the 
Confederate troops in the positions actually held by them. 
In order to elucidate the progress of the battle I have 
compiled a map from a number of sources. 

The Confederate positions are taken from the maps of 
Generals Bragg, Polk, and others, and are ascertained to 
be correct by the regimental and brigade reports. 

The positions of the Union troops are taken from regi- 
mental and brigade reports. 

It is a source of regret that many acts of personal hero- 
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ism, and the incidents accompanying them, have not been 
given in detail in the reports. 

It would be a pleasure to me to incorporate in a future 
edition, should this narrative find favor with my comrades, 
such well-authenticated incidents of heroism as may be 
communicated to me. 

Too many of our most gallant men lie in nameless 
graves ; the story of many brave and daring acts has never 
been told; and it becomes the sacred duty of all survivors 
to give to the world at large the circumstances of the heroic 
deaths of those that fell. 

To reconcile all the reports of the different division, 
brigade, and regimental commanders with each other is an 
impossibility; there are honest mistakes, and there are also 
instances where the pens of the writers were mightier than 
their swords. 

My thanks are due to Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheridan ; 
Hon. Robert T. Lincoln, Secretary of War; U.S. Senator 
John A. Logan, and Colonel Robert M. Scott of the War 
Record Office, for valuable Union and Confederate reports 
and maps furnished or loaned to me, and without which I 
would not have attempted to write what I believe to be a 
true account. 

ALEXANDER F. STEVENSON. 

Chicago, Illinois, February, 1884. 
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CHAPTER I. 



S ADVANCE ON MURFREESBORO , , TENN. 

secrans ordered to take Command of the Department 
imberland. — Nashville reinforced. — Colonel Roberts, the 
Island No. 10. — A Christmas Dinner. — Moving on the 
- General Thomas's and General Crittenden's Corps. — 
IcCook's Advance on Triune and Murfreesboro'. — For- 
* McCook's Line of Battle. —Crittenden's and Thomas's 
tattle. 

24th day of October, 1862, an order was 

the Secretary of War creating the Depart- 

the Cumberland. In it General W. S. 

was ordered to relieve General D. C. Buell 

command of the troops designated in the 

r as the Fourteenth Army Corps, but which 

known as the Army of the Cumberland, 

iance with this order General Bosecrans 

imand of the department at Louisville 

>0th. On the 2d of November he arrived 

g Green, and on November 7th a general 
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order was issued, dividing the army into the Eig 
Wing, under General A. McD. McCook; the Centi 
under General G. H. Thomas; and the Left Win 
under General T. L. Crittenden. 

The city of Nashville, occupied by Negley's ai 
Paine's divisions (the latter commanded by Genei 
John M. Palmer), was still surrounded by the rebe 
and frequently threatened with assault. The moi 
effect of taking the capital of Tennessee was urg< 
by many rebel leaders as a reason for trying 
capture it; while the property owners vigorously pr 
tested, and claimed that the destruction and loss < 
their property by the cannonade and fight wou 
counterbalance any supposed stimulating effect on tl 
inhabitants of the State. A serious attempt to cap 
ure the city was, therefore, never made. Gener 
Rosecrans, however, was determined to hold Nasi 
ville, and General Thomas was ordered to guard tit 
railway from Louisville to Nashville with two of li 
divisions, then to push immediately towards th 
latter city, and aid in forwarding supplies to th 

* 

troops defending it. General Thomas thereupoi 
established his head-quarters at Gallatin, and wM 
his usual care and vigilance began this task. 

On the 17th day of November, 1862, the firt 
troops of the advancing army came to the relief d 
the besieged divisions at Nashville, and a few dtyl 
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:, afterwards General Rosecrans established his head- 
; quarters in that city. After becoming acquainted 
with the strength of his own army, as well as that 
of the enemy, he foresaw the weakness of his 
cavalry in comparison with Bragg's, and asked the 
War Department for an increase in this branch of the 
service; but without success. Immediately before the 
advance the following changes were made in different 
commands, for various reasons, such as seniority, ill- 
health, etc. 

General J. M. Palmer was ordered to take com- 
mand of Nelson's famous division, then commanded 
by W. S. Smith; General T. J. Wood, of Hascall's 
division ; General J. C. Davis, of McCook's First divis- 
ion. General R. W. Johnson, a ranking officer, took 
command of Sill's division. General Sill was placed 
in command of Greusel's First brigade, in Sheridan's 
division, and General R. B. Mitchell relieved General 
Uegley in command of Nashville. The Right Wing, 
Tinder General McCook, passed through Nashville, and 
urent into camp near Mill Creek, a few miles south 
of that city. General Crittenden crossed the Cum- 
berland, and, by way of Silver Springs, likewise went 
into camp, not far from McCook. About the 22d 
day of December General Thomas reached Nashville, 
and made the following disposition of his command : 
Rousseau's and Negley's divisions, and Walker's 
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brigade of Fry's division, were ordered to be ready for 
active service ; Mitchell's division, composed of Brig.- 
Gen. J. D. Morgan's and Col. Dan. McCook's brigades, 
was left as a garrison in Nashville, while Keynolds's 
division and two brigades of Fry's division were 
placed along the railway to Louisville, to guard it 
against the assaults of the rebel cavalry under Gen- 
eral Morgan and others. 

Colonel Roberts, of the Forty-second Illinois, com- 
manding a brigade under General John M. Palmer 
during the siege, disliked the idea of doing garrison 
duty, and applied to the commanding general to as- 
sign his brigade where they could meet the enemy 
in battle, and General Rosecrans thereupon ordered 
him to report to General Sheridan, and to take the 
place of the brigade commanded by Colonel McCook. 
As the true excellence of Colonel Roberts as a soldier 
is but little known or remembered now, it may not be 
improper to give a short description of him here, as 
an additional evidence that his heroism in this battle 
is not a mere fanciful story, but true in every detail 

Tall in stature, with a grand muscular frame, he 
had an appearance that indicated great strength of 
character. His bravery, courage, and daring, could not 
be excelled by any man, as he was absolutely without 
fear. When on the Mississippi river, above Island No. 
10, he displayed at once the nature of his character. 
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The gunboats and transports on the Mississippi 
river desired to pass this island; but it was impos- 
sible to do so, owing to a battery so placed that its 

guns were but a few inches above the water, threat- 
ening annihilation to any vessel attempting the pas- 
sage. It was known as the Upper Battery, or 
No. 10 Fort. Colonel Roberts asked permission to 
take it. This was at first refused, as being absolutely 
foolhardy; but, persisting in his request, he finally 
obtained leave to undertake his daring exploit. He 
waited for a stormy night. On the 1st of April, 
1862, a terrible storm swept over this region. The 
elements burst forth in their greatest fury; the waves 
of the Mississippi river were lashed into foam; at 
midnight the gale turned into a hurricane, boats were 
torn from their moorings by the terrible winds, and 
it seemed certain that venturesome small craft would 
be utterly destroyed in the stormy depths. But 
this was Roberts's hour for action, and he asked 
for five boats, with the necessary oarsmen. Selecting 
then about forty men, exclusive of officers, from the 
Forty-second Illinois, they embarked and drifted with 
the strong current towards the battery. The rain 
poured in torrents. In the boats all was silence. The 
oars and oar-locks had been muffled; not a word was 
spoken. Each moment it seemed as if the waves 
breaking over the boats, and filling them, were pre- 
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paring a watery grave for these gallant men. These 
were grand, solemn, and terrible moments, — the 
enemy's battery in front, the angry waves around 
them, while brilliant flashes of lightning illuminated 
the awful scene. Still they drifted steadily on. Sud- ; 
denly there was an intensely bright flash in advance; 
it lighted up the whole surrounding country, and a 
roar followed as though a hundred guns had been 
fired in quick succession. The hearts of brave men 
even ceased to pulsate for an instant, as they expected 
the rebels' cannon-balls to crush the frail yawls into 
fragments. But, thank God ! it had been the heavens' 
artillery, and its light had. shown them how close 
they were to the enemy's battery and where the 
sentinels were posted. 

Still they drifted nearer, the oarsmen ready to pull 
with all their strength, when the command should 
be given ; nearer they came ; but a few rods inter- 
vened, when the order came in low tones, but 
sufficiently loud for anxious ears to hear: "Now, 
boys!" and the boats shot like arrows through the 
waves. For the men to jump to the embankment 
was but the work of an instant. The sentinels fled 
in dismay, as though demons had risen from the 
waters. The alarm being given, the rest of the 
rebels ran for dear life. Strong files and hammers 
quickly did their work, and in a minute's time every 
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gun was spiked, and not a life was lost. The guns 
thus disabled were two 64-pounders, three 80- 
pounders, and one 9-inch pivot-gun. 

You can readily imagine how eager a man like 
Colonel Roberts must have been to meet his country's 
enemies in battle. Roberts's brigade, on reporting to 
General Sheridan, was designated as the third of that 
division. 

Nothing important occurred until about Christmas. 
Every one was busy in getting ready for the coming 
battle. Occasionally an order came to get the com- 
mand ready, and even on Christmas morning it was 
believed that our march would begin that day. 
Here an incident occurred that shows how ignorant 
and forgetful we are that the Angel of Death stands 
close to the soldier's side. 

Colonel Roberts had invited to his head-quarters a 
few friends to take a Christmas dinner, — frugal, to 
be sure, when compared with those we had at home. 
Among them were Colonel Harrington, Lieutenant 
Tallioferro, and Lieutenant-Colonel Swanwick. When 
a toast was drunk to the success of our arms in the 
approaching battle, Colonel Roberts rose, with his 
grand physique, speaking full of enthusiasm % and 
eloquence- of our great cause, thrilling his hearers as 
a man with a splendid voice only can. He ended 
with these words: "I will take all chances of rebel 
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bullets."— « So will I,"— "So will I," quickly joined 
Harrington and Tallioferro, and the glasses rung 
amid renewed cheers. 

But, alas ! not a week had passed, and these 
three brave, enthusiastic, and patriotic men lay naked, 
on the blood-stained battle-field of Stone's river, 
robbed even of their clothing to the skin. 1 

During the night of December 25th the order came 
to move forward, and in the early morning of Decem- 
ber 26th the army began its march towards the south. 

It was then still uncertain where the enemy would 
make a stand?, and the different corps had to march 
in such a manner that they could support each other 
in case of encountering superior numbers. Many 
believed that the enemy would make a halt on the 
steep banks of Stewart's creek; while others con- 
sidered that the familiar grounds of his winter-quarters 
at Murfreesboro' would be chosen as offering superior 
advantages for defence. 

General Stanley, chief of cavalry, assigned Minty's 
brigade, under Colonel Kennett, to Crittenden's Corps, 
Zahm's brigade to McCook's, and the remainder of the 
cavalry he commanded himself, with the exception of 
the Fourth U.S., which was detailed for escort and 

1 In honor of the Confederate General A. P. Stewart, it ought to be 
mentioned that he called attention to this stripping of the dead, and asked 
that an order forbidding it be issued. 
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courier duty; the whole effective force not exceeding 
three thousand men. General Crittenden's Corps, 
composed of Palmer's, Wood's, and Van Clove's 
divisions, advanced on the direct road, — the Murfrees- 
boro' pike, — with directions to move but slowly 
until McCook's Corps should reach Triune, and ascer- 
tain whether Hardee would offer battle there or re- 
treat, and whether the retreat would be towards Mur- 
freesboro'. In commencing the march on this rainy 
Friday, • General Palmer's division had the advance. 
After skirmishing with the enemy's cavalry all day, 
the division bivouacked with the remainder of Critten- 
den's Corps, near La Vergne, about fifteen miles from 
Nashville. On Saturday, Dec. 27th, about 11 A.M., 1 
General Wood's division took the lead. The village 
of La Vergne, a short distance from the front, being 
occupied by Confederate General Maney's brigade 
and General Wheeler's cavalry, General Hascall 
was ordered to drive the rebels from it. Cavalry 
being considered of little use in this wooded part of 
the country, Hascall formed his command in two lines, 
and in a few minutes' time had driven the enemy 
from the houses. His pursuit was constant and vigor- 
ous, and he followed the rebels with such rapidity that 
the Third Kentucky dashed on the bridge spanning 

iThe movement was commenced late, for the reason that McCook was 
still some distance from Triune. 
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Stewart's creek, five miles from La Vergne, and extin- 
guished the fire set to it by the enemy ere much dam- 
age had been done, and thus saved an important link 
on the road to Murfreesboro'. About the same hour, 
11.30 A.M., General Palmer likewise received orders 
to move forward, following Wood, with directions to 
send one brigade to the Jefferson pike, and seize the 
bridge where it crosses Stewart's creek. This task 
was assigned to Col. W. B. Hazen, who had, the 
evening before, joined his brigade. Ninety men of 
the Fourth Michigan Cavalry, under Captain Maxey, 
being ordered to report to him, he directed them to 
put spurs into their horses as soon as they had sue- J 
ceeded in driving the enemy, and not to stop until 
they had reached the bridge, while the infantry and 
artillery were ordered to follow as quickly as possible. 
The enemy was overtaken within three miles of the 
bridge, whereupon a chase ensued till the bridge was 
reached and saved. 

That night Crittenden's Corps bivouacked in the 
vicinity of Stewart's creek. December 28th, being 
Sunday, the* army rested. On December 29th Gen- 
eral Crittenden advanced again. Wood's division, 
with Wagner's brigade leading, moved on the left; 
while Palmer's division, Colonel Grose's brigade lead- 
ing, advanced on the right of the Murfreesboro' pike, 
Grose's men wading waist-deep through Stewart's 
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creek rather than wait till they could pass over the 
bridge. Van Cleve's division moved in the rear as a 
reserve, while General Negley, who had reached Stew- 
art's creek the evening before, crossed it about one 
and a half miles west of Palmer, and then moved on 
Crittenden's right flank. The enemy opposed the ad- 
vance of Crittenden, but was driven back until Wood 
and Palmer, about sundown, succeeded in taking a 
position about two and a half miles from Murfrees- 
boro', where they established their line of battle, 
Wood on the left and Palmer on the right of the 
pike ; Palmer being joined by Hazen later in the even- 
ing. Scarcely had they halted when an order came 
from General Crittenden to Wood and Palmer to 
advance on the enemy. Wood protested, but sent 
Colonel Harker, with his brigade, across Stone's river 
to attack the enemy at that point. (Breckenridge.) 
General Palmer protested also most vigorously, and, 
pointing to the entrenched camp of the enemy but a 
few hundred yards distant, declared it a folly to make 
a night attack against an enemy in a fortified position, 
whose strength was unknown, and on grounds en- 
tirely unfamiliar to any one of the federal ofljcers. 
Palmer's and Wood's protests were so vigorous, and 
these two gallant generals agreeing to bear all the 
responsibility, General Crittenden suspended the order 
for one hour. General Eosecrans arriving in the 
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meantime, it was ascertained that he had received a 
signal dispatch, purporting to come from General 
Palmer, to the effect that the rebels had evacuated 
Murfreesboro' and were in full retreat, and that this 
was the reason for ordering Crittenden to advance. 
Finding, on inquiry, that no dispatch of that nature 
had been sent by Palmer, the order was counter- 
manded, and Colonel Harker succeeded in withdraw- 
ing his line from across Stone's river without 
serious loss. Van Cleve's division remained as a re- 
serve. General Crittenden made his head-quarters at 
the toll-gate near the front that night, and was after- 
wards joined by General Eosecrans. 

As soon as the enemy had been driven from 
Stewart's creek the Pioneer brigade, 1,600 strong, 
under Captain J. St. Clair Morton, was ordered 
forward to construct bridges; after constructing two 
over Stewart's creek they arrived, on December 30th, 
near the front, and went into camp about three miles 
from Murfreesboro'. 

General Thomas, with Rousseau's and Negley's 
divisions and Walker's brigade, marched on the 
Franklin pike to Brentwood, then, by way of the« 
Wilson pike, to Nolensville; marching from there, 
Negley arrived at Stewartsboro', about nine miles 
from Murfreesboro', on the evening of December 27th, 
and Rousseau, owing to the continual rains, a day 
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later. On the 29th Negley's division advanced in 
support of Crittenden's right flank, as above indi- 
cated, and halted about three miles from Murfrees- 
boro' ; Rousseau remaining in camp at Stewartsboro' 
with all of his division except Starkweather's 
brigade, which was sent to the Jefferson-pike cross- 
ing of Stone's river to observe the enemy. Walker's 
brigade reached Stewartsboro' that same night. 

On the morning of December 30th Rousseau's 
three remaining brigades marched towards Murfrees- 
boro', halting three miles from it ; Negley having been 
ordered before his arrival to oblique to the right and 
to take a position on the right of Palmer, in a south- 
westerly direction, towards the Wilkinson pike, a little 
north-east of Harding's house, where the Nineteenth 
Illinois in approaching met the enemy, and immediately 
commenced to skirmish with the rebel sharp-shooters. 

General McCook had likewise commenced his 
movement on the 26th day of December, in the di- 
rection of Nolensville. General Davis, with the First 
division, took the Edmonson pike to Prim's black- 
smith-shop, and then moved by a country road to 
Nolensville; General Sheridan, with the Third divis- 
ion, took the direct road to Nolensville ; General 
Johnson, with the Second division, following him on 
the same route. 

Triune was reached on December 27th, and a 
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reconnoissance was ordered to be made by General 
Willich, of Johnson's division, on the 28th, to ascer- 
tain in what direction Hardee had retreated. B 
was found that he had gone south about six miles 
on the Shelbyville pike, and then taken a road 
that leads into the Salem pike to Murfreesboro'. 

Leaving Baldwin's brigade, of Johnson's division, 
at Triune, the corps marched, on the 29th day of 
December, on the Bolejack road, to Murfreesboro'. 
General Davis, leading with his division, reached 
Wilkinson's cross-roads (five miles from Murfrees- 
boro') long after dark. On the same evening word 
was sent to Baldwin's brigade to speed towards 
Murfreesboro'. 

On the morning of the 30th the corps again 
moved forward, General Sheridan's division in front 
and Colonel Roberts's brigade in the advance. With 
the exception of some small skirmishing on the 
right or south of the Wilkinson pike, in which 
Major Rosengarten, encountering infantry, lost his i 
life, nothing important occurred until the advance j 

i 

regiment, the Twenty-second Illinois, reached a place 
about two and a half miles from Murfreesboro', where 
the Nineteenth Illinois had been thrown out as skir- 
mishers to the south of the Wilkinson pike, guarding 
Negley's right. The confederate sharp-shooters, by ! 
their accurate aim, had wounded quite a number, and | 
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the Nineteenth Illinois seemed sorely pressed, as no 
one could show his head from behind the trees in that 
timber without being sure that a moment afterwards 
a bullet would pass very near it. 

When the Twenty-second, therefore, came to their 
relief, a general shout arose, and Colonel Roberts, but 
a few rods behind the skirmish line, gave this gallant 
regiment the order to drive the rebels out. Having 
received no orders where to halt, he kept advanc- 
ing until he had gone far beyond Negley's line on 
his left; but a short distance further, and he would 
have encountered the rebels in their breastworks. 
A few moments before this General Sheridan came 
in full speed down the Wilkinson pike, and halt- 
ing the Forty-second Illinois, which was immediately 
in rear of the Twenty-second, he sent word to 
Roberts to come back and form a line on the im- 
mediate right of Negley, resting his own left on the 
Wilkinson pike. 

The Twenty-second and Forty-second Illinois were 
thereupon placed in line of battle immediately to the 
right of Negley, with skirmishers as far as possible in 
advance, the command facing east, the Twenty-seventh 
and Fifty-first Illinois being in reserve. 

Sill's brigade took up a position early in the 
morning to the right and rear of Roberts's, facing 
towards the south, advancing about as far as Hard- 
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fog's house about noon. In so doing an artillery 
duel occurred between Bush's battery and that of 
Waters, of Manigault's brigade, in which the rebel 
battery had to seek cover. Schaefer's brigade was 
held in reserve. General Davis, following General ]_ 
Sheridan's division, had in the meantime placed 
his command on the right of General Sill's brigade, 
also facing south, and about three hundred yards 
south of Wilkinson's pike and parallel with it 
General Johnson's division was kept in reserve. 

About 2 o'clock P.M. an order came from General 
McCook to advance General Sill's brigade and Gen- 
eral Davis' division, with special orders to General 
Johnson to look well to his right. The movement 
for Sill's brigade was in the nature of a left wheel 
for about ninety degrees of a circle from their 
original position, which brought them in a line a 
little in the rear of Roberts's line, also facing 
towards the east. General Davis marched his di- 
vision directly forward, and then obliqued a little 
to the left, so as to place his extreme left slightly 
to the rear of the extreme right of General Sill, 
forming with his line a right angle to that of Sill. 
General Johnson sent General Kirk's brigade to the 
right of Davis's division, with instructions to refuse 
his own right so as to protect his right flank ; and, 
later in the evening, General Johnson sent General 
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Willich's brigade to the right of Kirk, directing 
him to throw out a heavy line of skirmishers as 
far as possible to the front. 

Colonel Baldwin's brigade was held in reserve over 
a mile in rear of Willich's front. As some changes 
were made during the night, it is best to give the 
line of battle as it stood an hour before daylight 
on December 31st, giving first the Right Wing, or 
the troops on the right or south side of the Wilkin- 
son pike, and afterwards the Left Wing and Centre. 

The Fifty-first and Twenty-seventh Illinois were in 
the front line, their left resting on the pike, and the 
Twenty-second and Forty-second Illinois in reserve. 
These regiments (Roberts's brigade) all faced east ; the 
first two in the cedars, the latter in the open field 
north of Harding's house. To the right of the 
Twenty -seventh Illinois stood Sill's brigade, first the 
Eighty-eighth Illinois in the open field; then Bush's 
battery to its right, slightly in advance, on account 
of the ground, the Thirty-sixth Illinois ; to its right, 
again bending back a little, and extending to a corn- 
field south of the timber, the Twenty-fourth Wiscon- 
sin; while the Twenty-first Michigan stood as a 
supporting column to the Eighty-eighth Illinois and in 
rear of it. 

Houghtalling's and Hescock's batteries were placed 
on elevated positions not far from Harding's house, 
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and west of it; while the Second brigade, under 
Colonel Schaefer, was held in reserve till early in the 
morning, when the Fifteenth Missouri and Forty- 
fourth Illinois were moved into the timber in rear 
of the Thirty-sixth Illinois as a supporting column. 
From Sill's right the line of battle made an angle to 
the west, held by Woodruffs brigade, of Davis's divis- 
ion. At the angle between Sill and Woodruff three 
guns from Carpenter's battery were placed; to its 
right the Eighty-first Indiana, then the Twenty-fifth 
Illinois. Here again the line made an angle towards 
the south, in which the other three guns from 
Carpenter's battery held a commanding position, and 
on the right of these stood the Thirty-fifth Illinois. 
The line was long and without reserves, but protected 
by a fence, behind which the troops found shelter. 
Colonel Carlin's brigade was on the right of the 
Thirty-fifth Illinois, facing in a south-south-easterly 
direction; in the front line the Thirty-eighth Illinois 
and One-hundred-and-first Ohio ; between them, some- 
what retired, Hotchkiss' Minnesota battery, supported 
by the Fifteenth Wisconsin on its left, and the 
Twenty-first Illinois on its right. 

This brigade was somewhat in advance of those 
to its left and right, and had, on the previous even- 
ing, driven the rebels very close to their line of 
battle, when Colonel Alexander, with the Twenty-first 



THE ADVANCE ON MURFREESBORO\ TENN. 19 

inois, made a brilliant dash at Captain Kobertson's 
nfederate battery, placed temporarily west of Widow 
nith's house, driving the cannoneers from their 
eces. But when about eighty yards from the fence 
tar this widow's house, the rebel infantry, in largely 
r erwhelming numbers, and well protected by the 
nces and out-houses, poured upon them such a 
rrific fire that the gallant men had to return, 
aving many of their brave comrades cither dead 
wounded in the hands of the enemy. This 
tack was ordered by General Davis himself. In the 
,rly morning, therefore, the line was drawn back 
K)ut two hundred yards, the respective regiments 
seping nearly their former positions. On the right 
■ Carlin was Colonel Post's brigade ; but, as this 
•igade changed its position before the enemy 
ached this part of the field, it is unnecessary to 
ve the position of its regiments and battery till 
Ley came into action. To the right of Colonel 
ost was General Kirk's brigade, the left regiment 
eing south and the others in an easterly direction, 
i follows : on the left the Seventy-seventh Penn- 
rlvania ; then the Thirtieth Indiana ; then the Twenty- 
nth Indiana, — all in heavy woods; to its right 
dgarton's battery, in open ground, and on its right 
te Thirty-fourth Illinois, its right resting on the 
ranklin road. 
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The line of battle here again made a right angle. 
General Willich's brigade was placed to the right 
and rear of General Kirk ; facing south, immediately 
in rear of the Thirty-fourth Illinois, stood the re- 
serve companies (five each) of the Thirty-ninth In- 
diana, and to its right the Thirty-second Indiana; on 
the right of the Thirty-second Indiana was a lane; 
on the west side of this lane, also facing south, 
stood the Forty-ninth Ohio; to its right Goodspeed's 
battery; two guns facing south and four to the west; 
in rear of the Forty-ninth Ohio the Eighty-ninth Illi- 
nois, and to the right of it thfc Fifteenth Ohio, facing 
towards the west. 

To the rear of Willich's, more than a mile 
away, was placed Baldwin's brigade, as a re- 
serve. 

The Left Wing and Centre stood in the following 
lines : Van Cleve's division was placed on Stone's 
river, near a ford, about three miles from Murfrees- 
boro' in rear of the left of our line, with orders to 
cross Stone's river early on December 31st, and 
to move against the enemy on the east side of the 
river. General Hascall's brigade, of Wood'^ divis- 
ion, was in his front on the extreme left, with 
orders to cross the river as soon as Van Cleve was 
over; this brigade guarding the ford over which it 
was to cross with the One-hundredth Illinois and 
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Fifty-eighth Indiana. Colonel Barker's brigade was 
on the right of Hascall's, its right resting in a small 
piece of wood east of the Nashville R.R., and Colonel 
Wagner's brigade was in line to the right of Harker, 
its right resting on the Nashville pike about two and 
one-half miles from Murfreesboro'. Each of these 
brigades changed their line of battle before they met 
the enemy, ^nd it is therefore of no importance how 
each regiment stood in the early dawn of that mem- 
orable day. 

On the right of the Nashville pike, perhaps a 
little in advance of Wagner's right, was Colonel 
Hazen's brigade, of General Palmer's division; in the 
front line on the left the Forty-first Ohio; on the 
right, the Sixth Kentucky, supported by the nine- 
hundredth. Illinois on the left, and the Ninth Indiana 
on the right. The left of the brigade rested about 
five hundred yards north-west from the intersection of 
railway and pike, and the line of the brigade formed 
nearly a right angle with the pike and extended near 
the woods on the right. Two hundred and fifty yards 
to the right of Hazen was the left of Colonel Cruft's 
brigade; in the front line the Second Kentucky on 
the left, and the Thirty-first Indiana, with Standart's 
battery, on the right; the Ninetieth Ohio in rear of 
Second Kentucky, and First Kentucky in rear of 
Thirty-first Indiana. In rear of the interval between 
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these two brigades stood Colonel Grose's brigade in 
reserve. About three-eighths of a mile in rear of 
Colonel Grose was Rousseau's division, the reserve of 
General Thomas's Corps. 

The Pioneer brigade, with Stokes' battery, was 
near the river, and a little further from Murfrees- 
boro' than Van Cleve's division, engaged in im- 
proving the fords across the river. Following the 
line of battle to the right came finally the two bri- 
gades of General Negley's division. 

To the right of Cruft was Colonel Miller's bri- 
gade, facing south-east in the following order, from 
left to right: Hewitt's battery, Twenty-first Ohio, 
Marshall's battery, Seventy-fourth Ohio, Thirty- 
seventh Indiana, and Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania; 
to his right Colonel Stanley's brigade, who changed 
his line as soon as General Sheridan took his third 
position along the Wilkinson pike, and thus came in 
his front. The regiments and battery were placed as 
follows, from left to right : Schulz's battery, Sixty- 
ninth Ohio ; Eleventh Michigan, in the front line, 
the latter resting near the Wilkinson pike, in rear 
of the Sixty-ninth; the Eighteenth Ohio, and some 
distance in the rear, the Nineteenth Illinois as a re- 
serve. 

Every one was eager for the fight, but anxious 
as to when and where the first blow would be 
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struck. Some believed the enemy would retreat, 
little knowing How General Bragg was manoeu- 
vring to make an almost crushing assault in the 
very beginning of the battle. 



CHAPTER H. 

THE MOVEMENTS OF THE CONFEDERATE ARMY. 

Positions of the Confederate Army, December 26th, 1862. — Their 
Line of Battle. — Concentration of Troops on their Left — 
Watchfulness of General Sill. — Sheridan's Talk with McCook. 
— Union Generals in Council of War, 

Before the advance of the Union army the Con- 
federate pickets extended from Murfreesboro' to 

within two miles of our lines; the Centre of the 
Confederate army composed of Cheatham's and With- 

ers's divisions, under Lieutenant-General Polk, and 
Palmer's, Preston's and Hanson's brigades, of Breck- 
enridge's division, was at Murfreesboro'. The Right 
was at Readyville, twelve miles east of Murfreesboro', 
under General McCown; while the Left, consisting 
of Cleburne's division and Adams's brigade, of Breck- 
enridge's division, was at Triune and at Eagleville, 
the latter twenty miles west of Murfreesboro', under 
Lieutenant-General Hardee. The simultaneous advance 
of our troops on several roads, quickly reported to 
General Bragg, convinced him that this was a gen- 
eral movement of the Union army, and that a battle 
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would have to be fought. He gave directions, there- 
fore, to impede the Federals' progress as much as 
possible, choosing in the meantime the most favorable 
positions for his army. He formed his line of battle 
about two miles from Murfreesboro'. 

In so doing the left of the Confederate line — 
Loomis's brigade, of Withers's division — rested on 
the north side of the Franklin road, a few rods 
east of the house of Widow Smith, extending in a 
north-easterly direction ; on his right was Manigault's 
brigade, extending in north-north-west direction; on 
his right Walthall's brigade, commanded by General 
J. Patten Anderson, turning in an easterly direction 
of about forty-five degrees from Manigault's line ; and 
on his right Chalmers's brigade, whose right extended 
to Stone's river, near the crossing of the pike and 
the Nashville railroad. These four brigades all 
belonged to Withers's division. These troops threw 
up breastworks as speedily as possible, constructing 
them from stones and logs in the immediate neigh- 
borhood. 

From five to eight hundred yards in rear of this 
first line, as above indicated, conforming themselves 
to the ground, was placed Cheatham's division, in 
the following order: Vaughan's brigade on the ex- 
treme left, in rear of Loomis's ; Maney's in support of 
Manigault's ; General A. P. Stewart's in rear of An- 
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derson's, but placed in a still more easterly direction, 
not far from the river, so as to be easily available in 
case General Chalmers should be attacked; and Gen- 
eral Donelson, as a second line to Chalmers, his left 
resting on the ridge about three hundred yards 
south-east from Widow James's house. 

To simplify commands, and to prevent loss of 
time, General Cheatham received the command of 
the two left brigades of Withers, as well as his own 
two brigades in rear of them, while General With- 
ers received the command of the four brigades to 
the right. 

These two divisions constituted a corps, under the 
command of Lieutenant-Gencral Polk. About two 
hundred yards in rear of Chalmers's right, but on the 
east side of Stone's river, Breckenridge's division 
was placed, Hanson's brigade on the left; then 
Palmer's, then Preston's ; and on the extreme right, 
resting its right on the Lebanon road, about one 
and one half miles from Murfreesboro', Adams's bri- 
gade. A short distance in advance of Adams's, and 
on the right (east) side of the Lebanon road, Jack- 
son's brigade took position for a short time. Paral- 
lel with Breckenridge, but also from seven to eight 
hundred yards in rear of it, was Cleburne's divis- 
ion, both divisions forming a corps, under command 
of Lieutenant-General Hardee. There being an im- 



• 

\ 



MOVEMENTS OF THE CONFEDERATE ARMY. 27 

portant eminence about six hundred yards in front of 
Hanson's line, General Breckenridge ordered Hanson, 
on Monday evening, December 29th, to take posses- 
sion of it, and the latter placed there Cobb's battery, 
supported by the Sixth and Ninth Kentucky and the 
Forty-first Alabama. On December 30th Semple's 
battery of Napoleon guns was placed on another 
elevation, to the left and rear of the former, while 
Cobb's battery was, at the same time, reinforced by 
a section of Lumsden's battery, and also a section of 
Slocomb's Washington artillery. 

General McCown's division, of Kirby Smith's 
Corps, finally held a position near the Nashville pike, 
behind Stone's river, as a reserve. 

After Crittenden's Corps had forced General 
Wheeler's cavalry back of the rebel line of battle 
Wheeler rested for a few hours. About midnight, 
December 29th, General Bragg ordered him to pro- 
ceed to the enemy's rear; and this dashing officer 
started at once on a raid that cost the Federal 
Government several hundred thousand dollars, and 
showed the wisdom of General Rosecrans in asking 
for more cavalry ere the advance should be made. 
Wheeler's command consisted of the First Alabama, 
Third Alabama, Fifty-first Alabama, Eighth Confederate, 
Holman's and Douglas's two battalions, and a part of 
Wiggin's battery, reinforced by Colonel Carter's First 
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Tennessee cavalry. Starting at a sharp trot, General 
Wheeler reached Jefferson by daylight, and destroyed 
a large train of wagons, with contents. A few hours 
later he captured A small train on the road towards 
La Vergne; reaching that hamlet at noon, he burned 
an immense amount of army stores. From this place 
he proceeded to Rock Springs, when he overtook 
another train, leaving it in smouldering ruins. He . then 
rode to Nolensville, and set fire to a large number 
of wagons filled with army stores, and paroled also 
a number of prisoners taken with the different trains. 
After resting a few hours at Nolensville, he left at 
2 o'clock A.M., arriving at the Murfreesboro' and 
Nashville pike, just north of Overall's creek, at a 
time when the Right Wing was already fighting. 
He at once attacked the Union forces, but was re- 
pulsed. 

McCook's Corps coming on the Triune road 
towards Murfreesboro', General Bragg, on December 
29th, ordered General McCown to fill a supposed 
gap between the left of Lieutenant-General Polk's 
Corps and the Franklin road ; but there being none, 
McCown placed his division on the left of Loomis's 
brigade, and about one hundred and fifty yards in 
front, along a lane which runs at nearly a right 
angle with the Franklin road, as follows : Rains's 
brigade on the extreme left, on his right Ector's, 
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md McNair's brigade in an oblique line between 
Ector's right and Loomis's left. 

The Union troops not attacking December 30th, 
and General McCook swinging his corps towards 
the east and south in a rather long line, General 
Bragg sent orders, about 8 o'clock that evening, 
to General Cleburne to withdraw his line in rear 
of General Breckenridge, and to move it to the 
extreme left of the army, in rear of McCown's 
division. In obeying this order he placed his divis- 
ion about five hundred yards in rear of McCown, as 
follows : Liddell's brigade on the extreme left ; then 
Johnson's Brigade, whose left rested near the Mc- 
Cullough house; on his right, Polk's, whose' right 
rested on the Franklin road; and three hundred 
yards in rear of Polk's stood Wood's brigade. 
Many of the troops did not get into position until 
midnight, and the ammunition trains could be heard 
for several hours afterwards, though straw and hay 
had been placed on stony places to prevent the 
Federals from hearing the massing of troops in front 
of McCook. Lieutenant-General Hardee was then 
ordered to take command of these two divisions. 

The precautions taken by the Confederates did not 
succeed, however, in keeping the watchful generals 
of the Union army in ignorance. About 2 o'clock 
that night gallant General Sill came over to General 
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Sheridan's head-quarters (consisting of a large log and 
a small fire), and informed him that there was great 
activity in the camp of the enemy beyond, and the 
two generals instantly walked quickly to the picket 
line on the extreme right of Sill. It required but 
a few minutes' listening to convince General Sheridan 
that an early and a desperate attack might be expected, 
and he requested General Sill to accompany him to 
General McCook's head-quarters to inform that general 
of the approaching danger. 

It was reported immediately after the battle — and 
there are evidences that the report is true — that Gen- 
eral Sheridan, in terms as positive as a junior gen- 
eral can speak to his superior, called General McCook's 
attention to the fact that his line was very long and 
not well supported ; that it was very near the enemy's 
line, and that it seemed to him an absolute necessity to 
draw it farther back and to concentrate the same in 
such a manner that support could be sent to any part 
of the field needing assistance. He further, it is 
said, called his attention to the fact that the enemy 
was massing new troops on the (rebel) left, and that 
there was little doubt that he would attack General 
McCook's extreme right early in the morning with 
overwhelming numbers. But General McCook de- 
clined to make any change whatever, claiming, as 
appears by his report, that his orders from General 
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tosecrans were positive as to his line, forgetting, 
>erhaps, that a corps commander has always some 
liscretion left him when circumstances demand action ; 
rhile General Rosecrans, in his report, states that, 
lot having been over the ground, he relied on Gen- 
sral McCook, who had passed over it, and left 
everything to him. 

While this controversy cannot be solved now, this 
uuch is certain, — that General McCook did not con- 
rider it necessary to go to the front himself; that 
le did not send messengers to General Rosecrans 
that night, calling his attention to the massing of 
more troops in his front, and asking for permission to 
change his line, if General Rosecrans's orders were 

imperative ; nor are there any indications in the 

> 

reports that he sent messengers to warn General 
Johnson and General Davis of the enemy's move- 
ments, and to require additional vigilance on the part 
of Willich, Kirk, Post, and others. 

No one will speak ill of General McCook from 
malice, for he is a man of generous impulses, kind 
in his disposition, fond of good company, running 
over with laughter and good cheer, and every one 
will cheerfully bear testimony to his bravery in 
action. In command of a division he would have 
been a success; as commander of a corps he was 
not; for to win battles it is not alone neces- 



32 THE BATTLE OF STONE'S RIVER. 

sary to be brave, but the general must have 
great energy, quick decision, and a presence so fall 
of courage, enthusiasm, and rage if need be, that a 
panic-struck soldier will halt when he sees his gen- 
eral, and turn for the enemy at the mere waving of 
his sword. If General Sheridan had been in com- 
mand of the corps that day the battle of December 
31st would have resulted differently. 

General McCook seems to have underestimated the 
valor of the southern men, and to have lacked in j 
ability to obtain correct information about the enemy's j 
position, movements, and strength. The report of 
a citizen who lived on the Franklin road, about the 
position of the rebel army, which is mentioned at 
length by General McCook, was false. The general also 
says at the close of his report : " I am well satisfied 
that Hardee's Corps, supported by McCown's division, 
attacked Kirk's and Willich's brigades ; while Withers' 
division attacked Davis's and Cheatham's division 
attacked Sheridan." This statement is evidently a 
great error; for, if it had been true, there would 
have been left only one brigade of infantry (Jack- 
son's), with eight hundred and seventy-five men, to 
fight the whole Left Wing and Centre. But, not- 
withstanding this anxiety about his right being turned, 
and believing thirty-five thousand men to be standing 
opposite his fifteen thousand, General McCook 
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kept his reserve, Baldwin's brigade, about one and 
one-half miles from his front line, and permitted the 
division commander, General Johnson, to make his 
head-quarters an equal distance from his front. 

After the return of Generals Sheridan and Sill 
from General McCook they sat on a log for hours 
during the night, discussing the serious position in 
which their troops were placed. 

About 9 o'clock the previous evening, at the 
same time Cleburne's men commenced their march 
from the extreme right to their extreme left, 
General Eosecrans called together his corps com- 
manders, to communicate to them his plan of attack ; 
and, singularly enough, the plans of Generals Eose- 
crans and Bragg were the same, — "to attack and 
break the opponent's right." General Eosecrans had 
massed Van Cleve and Wood on his left; Bragg 
had Cleburne and McCown; but the hour of attack 
by Bragg was earlier. He had the advantage of 
having ordered his troops on December 29th to 
cook rations for three days, while unmolested by the 
Union army ; while, on the other hand, Eosecrans's 
army had to advance, continually prepared to give 
battle, through roads sometimes knee-deep with 
mud. Fatigued, therefore, by hard marches, with the 
expectation of harder work before them, General 
Eosecrans could not well do otherwise than to 
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order the attack to commence at about 7 in the 
morning, after the men had had their scanty break- 
fast. 

The instructions of General Bragg to his corps 
commanders were to execute a right wheel, with 
the pivot on Chalmers's right, near Stone's river, and 
to let the extreme left brigade attack first ; then the 
next, and so on till the Federal army was driven to 
the Nashville pike. 

The night preceding the battle passed drearily. 
The men in the front could only rest with their 
muskets in hand, while those in reserve had to 
make their bed either in deep mud or on rough 
stones. Were it not for the fatigue of the con- 
tinual march but few would have closed their eyes 
in sleep. At 4 o'clock our men were aroused; but 
no fires were permitted near the front. In the left 
wing of the Confederates the greatest activity con- 
tinued. 
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A few minutes past 6 o'clock, when there was just 
sufficient light to distinguish objects near by, a gray 
mass of silent troops commenced to move as noise- 
lessly as possible in a westerly direction. These were 
Kains's and Ector's brigades, closely followed by 
McNair's, — all of McCown's division. 

Clearing the fence in their front, and crossing the 
road, they were soon in the open field, and as they 
came into line all three commenced a right wheel, 
marching in an oblique manner towards Kirk's and 
Willich's brigades. The outposts were on the alert, 
for Kirk's brigade had been under arms for some 
hours ; part of the horses of Edgarton's battery, 
however, had just been sent to the rear for water. 
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As soon as the rapid firing of the pickets indicated 
the approach of the enemy, General Kirk rode to the 
front, and, seeing a large mass of the enemy come 
nearer with steady step, brushing the skirmishers 
before them like cobwebs, he sent an aid to notify 
General Johnson, and ordered the Thirty-fourth Illi- 
nois, which was nearest to the rebel line of march, 
quickly forward, and to hold the enemy. With firm 
step and earnest mien the regiment advanced, and 
fired with great rapidity. The enemy halted for an 
instant, but, as the rebel mass pressed forward in 
vastly superior numbers, General Kirk rode quickly 
back to Willich's brigade, to ask that a couple of 
regiments be sent to his assistance. But neither 
General Johnson nor General Willich were near the 
front, and the commanding officers of regiments, Jki 
the absence of their superiors, refused to move, nor 
were they prepared to do so. Gallant General Kirk 
then returned quickly to his brigade, and shortly 
afterwards fell from his horse mortally wounded. 

The Thirty-fourth Illinois was therefore the first 
regiment that felt the rebel assault; it was immedi- 
ately in front of the right regiment of Ector's 
brigade. The rebels steadily advanced, and, the 
Thirty-fourth not giving way, they came to a hand- 
to-hand fight in many instances. There were brave 
men among them, — men who would have worn an 
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eagle before the clo8e of the war if death had not 
overtaken them. When the Tenth Texas dismounted 
cavalry of Ector's brigade came closer to our line, 
the color-bearer of the Thirty-fourth waved his flag, 
urging his regiment to charge the enemy. The 
gallant men responded; they fought but a score of 
feet from the rebels with all the might and fury 
of brave soldiers. Singularly enough it so hap- 
pened that the flag of the Tenth Texas was 
immediately opposite that of the Thirty-fourth 
Illinois, and the color-bearer of the Texas regiment 
jumped forward, seized the flag of the Thirty-fourth, 
while the brave Illinoisian grasped that of the Texas 
regiment. Instantly a struggle ensued between the 
men, each filled with desperate valor to save his 
own, and take the enemy's flag. Suddenly shots 
fired by the color-guard of each regiment struck 
the opponent's color-bearer to the ground; quickly 
new men sprang forward to seize the treasured 
emblems, and again and again the men fell dead or 
wounded, till the last color-guard was disabled; at 
this moment the Illinois regiment was forced to 
retreat to avoid capture. 

What a grand, sad sight it must have been to 
have witnessed this fight for the standard ! No 
blush of shame need rest on that regiment whose 
flag was lost when so ably defended. Captain Ed- 
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garton's battery tried to stop the onward march; 
but so close were the Confederates, and so quick 
their advance, that they were within thirty yards 
when the second round was fired. The rebels, 
receiving at this moment orders to charge, ran 
towards the battery with such a yell that it seemed 
as though the demons of the lower regions had been 
let loose. No horses were ready to take the bat- 
tery off the field, and, the infantry retreating quickly, 
it fell into the enemy's hand; but its brave cap- 
tain fought his guns till surrounded by thousands 
of the enemy. 

Willich's brigade, like Kirk's, had been in line 
before daybreak; but, as the light grew stronger, 
Genera] Willich believed that no attack would be 
made, and as General Johnson had not been near 
the line, nor sent him any orders, he rode quickly 
to division head-quarters for directions. 

The troops stacked their arms, and leave was 
given them to cook their breakfast. Thus lulled 
into seeming security, the first few shots did not 
alarm them ; but when, presently, the pickets' 
firing came nearer and nearer, they quickly ran to 
their arms and sought to form into line. Five 
minutes more would have sufficed to present to the 
enemy a battle front that could not be easily driven 
back; but, before Willich's men could put on their 
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accoutrements and take their muskets in hand, the 
rebels had reached their line. This brigade had in 
its ranks excellent material, but not being quite 
ready, and without brigade commander, the fighting 
was done in an individual way, and without a head 
to direct it. It could and did arrest the onward 
march of the Confederates for a moment, but only 
for a moment; then they pressed forward with a 
yell, and the command, becoming demoralized, fell 
back in disorder. The regiments retreated in a 
north-westerly direction, towards Overall's creek 
where the Wilkinson pike crosses it, leaving two 
guns of Goodspeed's battery on the field. 1 

McNair's brigade, immediately to the (rebels) 
right of the Tenth Texas, attacked the Twenty- 
ninth and Thirtieth Indiana regiments, placed in the 
woods. Observing their right give way, these regi- 
ments likewise fell back in a north-westerly direc- 
tion, firing as they retreated, and doing considerable 
injury. 

x Capt. Goodspeed states, in a recent conversation, that the rebel attack 
was entirely unexpected. He had, the day before, called the attention of 
one of his superior officers to his peculiar position, but was told that he 
must obey orders. As soon as he saw the rebel assault, and the danger to 
his battery, he ordered his guns,* as quickly as they could be got ready, to 
a little knoll towards the west, a good position for artillery. After he 
had sent two guns, one of his sergeants came, on a run, hatless and out 
of breath, to inform him that the rebel cavalry were at that knoll, and 
that his two guns had already been captured. 
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The Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, the left regi- 
ment of Kirk's, — likewise in the woods, but not 
assaulted by McNair, his line passing to its right, — 
moved forward, and, there being no enemy in its 
front, it marched a little in advance of Edgarton's 
battery and halted. A few moments afterwards a 
battery came in full trot from the east, near this 
regiment. The Pennsylvanians, believing it to be a 
Federal battery, waved their flag. It was, however, 
Douglas's battery of Ector's brigade. Its command- 
ing officer observed that this regiment was laboring 
under a mistake, and in order to further deceive 
them, he unlimbered one hundred and twenty-five 
yards distant, with the front towards the west, in 
echelon. Again the regiment waved its flag, and 
many men cheered; but in an instant they were 
undeceived. 

w Double canister ! " was the command at the bat- 
tery, and, as soon as the guns were loaded, the 
order came : " Action to the right ! Commence firing ! " 
In ten seconds the battery was turned on the regi- 
ment, and the shots came tearing through it. The 
Seventy-seventh gave one volley with a hearty good- 
will, and then fell back towards Post's brigade, 
firing as they retreated. 

General Cleburne's division commenced to move 
forward to the attack soon after General McCown 
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had left his line; it marched straight forward till it 
passed Widow Smith's house on the right, and then 
commenced a right wheel. Owing to the fences and 
the roughness of the ground the movement caused 
a great deal of crowding in some places, while gaps 
occurred in others. As the command came nearer 
to the Franklin road Carlin's skirmishers received 
them with marked attention, but unpleasant conse- 
quences. Cleburne therefore ordered out his sharp- 
shooters to drive them from the fences along the 
lane. When this was done the division again con- 
tinued its wheel, making a complete change to the 
right, on reaching the Franklin road. Here the 
division halted and moved a short distance to the 
left, to permit Wood's brigade to come into line 
between Brigadier-General Polk's right and Widow 
Smith's house. 

After Ector and McNair had driven Willich and 
Kirk they reported that their brigades had suffered 
considerably, and that they were nearly out of 
ammunition. McCown thereupon ordered a halt. 
General Cleburne having, by this time, reached the 
Franklin road, General McCown, on consulting him, 
marched his troops towards the left, or west, giving 
Cleburne the whole front, as follows : Liddell on the 
extreme left; on his right, Johnson, whose centre 
regiment, the Twenty-fifth Tennessee, was opposite 
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the lane that leads from the Franklin road north- 
erly towards Griscom's house; Polk on his right, 
and Wood on the extreme . right of the division, 
opposite part of Carlin's brigade, and the Thirty- 
fifth Illinois, of Woodruffs. As soon as McCown 
reached the left of Cleburne both moved forward. 
During the short time that Cleburne halted, to 
permit McCown to get to Liddell's left, Colonel 
Post, seeing that he was outflanked on the right, 
withdrew his line towards the rear and his right. 
He ordered the Seventy-fourth and Seventy-fifth 
Illinois regiments to a position behind a fence close 

to the timber, east of the lane, while Pinney's bat- 

* 

tery, with the Fifty-ninth Illinois on its left and 
Twenty-second Indiana on the right, were placed on 
a slight elevation west of the lane. 

Neither General Johnson nor Colonel Baldwin 
seem to have been aware of the defeat of Kirk 
and Willich till stragglers came, terror-stricken, 
towards them. Immediately orders were given by 
General Johnson to Baldwin to advance. The Sixth 
Indiana, on the left, moved to a rail fence near the 
edge of the timber, and the First Ohio was placed 
to the right, in the open field, seventy-five yards in 
advance. Between them a section of Simonson's 
battery unlimbered, the other sections remaining 
farther to the rear. , One hundred and fifty yards 
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back of the First Ohio stood the Fifth Kentucky, 
and, still farther to the rear, the Ninety-third Ohio. 

Scarcely had the line been formed when the rebels 
commenced their attack. LiddelPs brigade moved 
forward * like a solid block. The First Ohio and the 
Sixth Indiana — the latter well sheltered behind the 
fence — fired with the greatest energy, and the Con- 
federates began to stagger and fall back, when part 
of NcNair's brigade, coming up on LiddelPs left, 
fired into the First Ohio from the flank, and the 
latter, being then exposed, gave way and fell back 
on the Fifth Kentucky. The latter regiment, being 
by this time also outflanked on the right, changed 
front to the right on rear company; but all was in 
vain. A rapid retreat had to be ordered, to prevent 
captifre by overwhelming numbers, and two guns of 
Simonsotfs battery were left behind. 

The Ninety-third Ohio was eager for the fight; 
time and again its brave commanding officer, Col. 
Charles /Anderson, sought to lead them against the 
enemy. He complains bitterly, in his report, that he 
was refused the privilege of coming to the rescue 
of his companions, and was ordered to leave the 
field without offering any resistance. Farther to the 
right the Thirtieth Indiana, aided by the Seventy-ninth 
Illinois, bravely led by Colonel Sheridan P. Read, 
and which had come on the double-quick from the 
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wagon train, made an effort to stem the overpower- 
ing tide, in which Colonel Read was killed; but the 
Confederate troops were too full of enthusiastic zeal, 
and our own troops too much discouraged, to keep 
up this unequal contest for a long time. All of John- 
son's division fell back, fighting here and there, 
where fences or rocks permitted them to make a 
stand, until, more like a mob than organized troops, 
they reached the Mecca of the retreat, — the Nashville 
pike; while others ran like mad men through the 
timber, shouting : w We are sold again ! We are sold 
again ! " 1 

In the line of their retreat, and not far from the 
Wilkinson pike, was the whole ammunition train of the 
Right Wing, protected in part by the Second cavalry bri- 
gade, composed of First, Third, and Fourth Ohio, and 
also the Second East Tennessee, of the cavalry reserve. 
The rebel cavalry, being ordered in pursuit of our 
extreme right, began to shell them and then charged. 
The Second East Tennessee instantly ran like sheep, 
and the stampede demoralized the First and Fourth 
Ohio to such a degree that they followed them, 
leaving the Third Ohio alone, which then likewise 
fell back. Our infantry was speedily overtaken by 
the rebel cavalry. Officers too brave to run, or who 

■^^— I III ■ ■■■-.»■ ■■ — . | . ■ ■ .. II- , ■ P^— ^— ■ i_^— — ^M^ 

1 It was believed by many private soldiers that Buell had sold out to 
Bragg at Pcrryville; hence these exclamations. 
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tried to rally their men, — though in vain, — were 
ordered to deliver their swords; while hundreds of 
soldiers, bewildered, and not knowing in which direc- 
tion to turn to reach our line, were taken prisoners 
and quickly sent to the enemy's rear. 

After the Third Ohio cavalry had fallen back a 
short distance a staff officer of General McCook, 
probably Captain Thurston, galloped to Major Para- 
more, commanding the left wing of that regiment. 
"There," he ^aid (pointing to a wagon train), "is 
the whole ammunition train of the Right Wing; it 
must be saved at all hazards." The rebels, seeing 
the Third Ohio hold their ground, left them alone, 
but pursued the fleeing troops. When they had 
passed, Major Paramore ordered his men to charge 
on the rebel cavalry's rear; and it was done with 
excellent effect, for at that very moment, when the 
Third Ohio came thundering down, a rebel was 
demanding the sword of Colonel Gibson in command 
of the brigade after Willich's capture. The result 
was, that the rebel cavalry ran, and that the ammu- 
nition train and many of our men were saved from 
rebel capture. Another gun of Goodspeed's battery, 
however, fell here into the enemy's hands. 

Colonel Post, with his brigade in front of and to 
the left of the Sixth Indiana, was impeding the 
progress of Confederate General Johnson's brigade 
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and of the Third Arkansas, the right regiment of 
Liddell's. Pinney's battery, the Fifty-ninth Illinois, 
and Twenty-second Indiana fired like men; but 
they could not stand against the superior numbers 
in their front. The Seventy-fourth and Seventy-fifth 
Illinois, protected by the fence, likewise held their 
ground for some time, but finally the whole brigade 
was compelled to fall back towards the Wilkinson 
pike. 

To the left of Colonel Post the battle raged very 
severely. Confederate General Polk's brigade (one 
thousand three hundred and fifty strong) and Wood's 
(one thousand one hundred) received orders from 
General Cleburne to drive the enemy out of the cedar 
glen; they advanced, and soon came face to face 
with Colonel Carlin's splendid brigade and the 
Thirty-fifth Illinois, of Woodruffs. Well protected 
behind rocks and trees, and commanded by such 
men as Colonel Carlin, Colonel Alexander, of the 
Twenty-first Illinois, Colonel Heg, of the Fifteenth 
Wisconsin, and Colonel Stem, of the One-hundred- 
and-first Ohio, the Federal troops could be expected 
to make a grand fight, and gloriously did they 
meet these expectations. 

When Confederate General Wood crossed the 
Franklin road with his brigade, supported on his 
left by General Polk they moved into a dense 
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cedar glen, filled with rocky crevices. Believing that 
Confederate General McCown had passed over this 
ground, and driven the Federals from it, the usual 
precautions were not taken. The regiments moved 
fearlessly forward, apprehehding but little danger, 
when suddenly a terrific volley from the Onc-hun- 
dred-and-first Ohio and Thirty-eighth Illinois, hidden 
in the crevices and out of sight, rolled back the 
advancing line. Urged forward again, new volleys 
greeted them, and they recoiled. 

Confederate General Wood then advanced again; 
but, being unable to see the hidden foe that caused 
so much injury, he ordered his line to fall back. 

With loud cheers the One-hundred-and-first Ohio and 
Thirty-eighth Illinois rose from those crevices, and 
followed the retreating enemy. Soon the latter were 
ordered to halt, and again a heavy fire of musketry 
began. Being largely outnumbered, these two regi- 
ments were compelled to fall back towards the 
second line of their brigade. 

Confederate Generals Wood and Polk then pressed 
forward with a great deal of vigor, and an almost 
hand-to-hand fight occurred between the opposing 
lines. Hidden in the rocky sink-holes, standing 
behind trees or dense bushes, the soldiers of the 
Fifteenth Wisconsin, Thirty-eighth Illinois, Thirty- 
fifth Illinois, sought to make their fire effective, and 
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disable the enemy, but a few yards distant. The 
ground was too full of crevices, fallen timber, and 
bushes to admit of skilful manoeuvring; but every 
effort of the Confederates to drive these regiments 
was in vain, and they finally fell back. 

At the height of this close fight Colonel Carlin 
had ordered his second line to the support of 
the first. When his aid reached Colonel Alexander, 
of the Twenty-first Illinois, he was surprised to see 
that Confederate General Polk's left regiments had 
made a wheel to the right as soon as Colonel 
Post's brigade had fallen back, and tried to pour 
an enfilading fire on Colonel Carlin's brigade, by 
falling on its right flank and in its rear. As soon 
as gallant Colonel Alexander observed their approach 
he quickly changed the front of his regiment, and 
repulsed the enemy in one of his dashing attacks. 
How splendidly the Twenty-first Illinois fought is 
shown by the fact that it lost in the fights of 
December 30th and 31st four color-bearers in succession 
and two hundred and fifty in killed and wounded. 

Confederate General Polk thereupon withdrew a 
considerable distance, and but few shots were ex- 
changed between these forces for some time. 

A short time after the first attack was made on 
Carlin, a new brigade, under command of Colonel 
Loomis, came in a north-westerly direction from the 
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woods east of Widow Smith's house. Their left 
passed through the cornfields, and attacked the Twenty- 
fifth Illinois and Eighty-first Indiana, of Woodruff's 
brigade; while their right regiments, as they came 
closer to the Thirty-sixth Illinois and Twenty-fourth 
Wisconsin, executed a left half wheel, and then moved 
straight forward on these regiments. Woodruff's 
regiments, well protected by the rail-fence in their 
front, poured a continuous fire into the rebel ranks 
as they approached, while Carpenter's battery opened 
on them with canister. 

Captain Bush's battery, the Thirty-sixth Illinois, 
and the Twenty-fourth Wisconsin, the right of Sill's 
brigade, waited till the enemy had come from the low 
ground on to the hill, and then commenced a vigorous 
fire ; still the rebels moved forward to within ten rods, 
when the fire became terrific. The Twenty-fourth 
Wisconsin — a new regiment — had not only a fire from 
the front, but being on the extreme right, where the 
line of battle turned towards the west, received like- 
wise the rebel bullets that passed over Carpenter's 
three guns. This cross-fire proved too much for it; 
the right companies fell back in disorder, carrying 
the left with them. As soon as Colonel Greusel 
saw the Twenty-fourth retreat, he quickly ordered 
his men to fix bayonets and charge. Jumping over 
their slight protection, they rushed forward with a 
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loud cheer, and drove the rebels back to the woods, 
from which they had come. 

Woodruff's two regiments, hearing these cheers on 
the left, fired with greater vigor even than before, and 
soon the whole of Loomis's brigade fell back. Many 
noble men died behind that fence. Colonel Williams, 
the fearless commander of the Twenty-fifth Illinois, 
seeing the regiment about to fall back, seized the 
colors and shouted to his men : " We will plant it 
here, boys, and rally the old Twenty-fifth around it; 
and here we will die." And there he stood and 
fought, till a bullet struck him and he sank down, 
dying like a gallant patriot. And there, too, brave 
Captain Carpenter stood like a rock, sending death 
from his well-served guns, and adding greatly to the 
repulse of the rebels at this point. He fought fear- 
lessly till death struck him, and he fell with his face 
towards the foe. 

After pursuing Loomis some distance orders were 
given to the Thirty-sixth Illinois to fall back to their 
former position, while the Twenty-fourth Wisconsin, 
which had been rallied, marched again to the right 
of the Thirty-sixth Illinois. In the meantime the 
Fifteenth Missouri and l^orty-fourth Illinois of 
Schaefer's brigade, under command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Weber, of the Fifteenth Missouri, were sent 
by General Sheridan to General Sill's aid, and were 
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placed in rear of the Thirty-sixth Illinois, facing 
towards the south. A short time afterwards a new 
rebel brigade, — Preston Smith's, — under command of 
Colonel Vaughan, moved forward in magnificent style, 
from the same direction that Loomis had come ; it 
was their second line. Woodruff held him in check 
for a time, and then fell back, under orders from 
General Davis, leaving one of Carpenter's guns on the 
field. The Twenty-fourth Wisconsin, seeing them give 
way, likewise fell back, when the Fifteenth Missouri 
and Forty-fourth Illinois were ordered up on the 
double-quick, and took the position of these regi- 

r 

ments, both fighting gallantly. 

General Sill, who was continually conspicuous by 
his gallantry, cheered his regiments with words of 
encouragement. Finally, as he was closely watching 
the heroic stand of the Thirty-sixth, a bullet struck 
him in the face, passing through the upper lip into 
the brain, and he fell dead to the ground. An 
excellent soldier, a noble man, a gentle soul, expired 
among those trees that morning, when General Sill 
breathed his last. General Sheridan thereupon or- 
dered Colonel Greusel to take command of this 
brigade. 

The firing again was terrific, but the Thirty-sixth 
Illinois stood their ground in a manner unsurpassed 
by any regiment on that field of battle; they lost 
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two hundred and thirty dead and wounded in that 
little space. And Major Miller, its brave commander 
after Colonel Grcusel took General Sill's place, was 
cursing at the men that fell back, and cheering those 
that stood, till his voice finally failed him; but he 
made them stand and fight like heroes, till at last 
a ball struck him down, and he, unable to be moved, 
fell into the enemy's hands. 

As soon as Colonel Woodruff had withdrawn his 
two left regiments a part of Vaughan's brigade turned 
its attention to Carlin, and this gallant commander 
seeing himself .attacked on three sides, finally, to avoid 
capture, reluctantly gave the order to "Fall back!" 
How splendidly these men fought is attested by the 
fact that they left thirty-five per cent, of their number 
either dead or wounded in that cedar glen. Proud 
must the men be who survived in that fight among 
those cedars ! Napoleon would have decorated each 
one with a nation's cross of the Legion of Honor. 
Brave men, like Colonel Stem and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wooster of the One-hundred-and-first Ohio ; 1 Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel McKee, of the Fifteenth Wisconsin, and 
others who fell there, would have had their names 
made immortal as the heroes of a battle-field. Let 
us not forget Captain Mead of the Thirty-eighth 

1 Colonel Stem, mortally wounded, and the body of Lieutenant Wooster, 
fell into the hands of the Sixteenth Alabama of Wood's brigade. 
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Illinois, who, after his regiment had fallen back, 
fought with his revolver, while bleeding from three 
wounds, till he fell over — dead; and Lieutenant 
Dillon, of the same regiment, who fought with a 
musket till he was shot, and then drew his sword, 
bravely cheering his men, till death, at last, hushed 
his voice forever. 

Colonel Carlin thereupon retired by the left flank^ 
in a direction about two hundred yards east of Gris- 
com's house. The Confederates tried to follow him, 
but as soon as they emerged from the timber Gen- 
eral Sheridan ordered Captains Hescock and Hough- 
tailing to open their batteries on them, and the storm 
of shells that fell into their ranks soon drove them 
back into the cedars. Colonel Carlin again formed 
his troops in line near the Wilkinson pike; but the 
enemy being still to his right and rear, and informa- 
tion having reached him that General Davis desired 
a further withdrawal, he moved half a mile still fur- 
ther back; but his troops were so exhausted, and so 
discouraged, that it seemed useless for him to make 
another stand without support. 

A short time after Vaughan's attack a heavy mass, 
Manigault's brigade, of Withers's division, moved 
in solid column across the cotton-field. It was a 
grand sight to see them approach. Captain Bush, 
with his battery in their immediate front, sent canister 
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after canister; while, more to our left, Hescock and 
Houghtalling, under orders from General Sheridan, 
fired shells with incredible velocity into the midst of 
their ranks. Manigault says, in his report, that the 
artillery fire was terrible, and that no troops could 
have stood it. Here and there large gaps were seen 
as the missiles passed through them; a moment after- 
wards they seemed to be filled again. Closer they 
came, and closer still, — there was no wavering, — 

fifty yards only from our line, when suddenly it 
seemed as if an earthquake had shaken the ground, 

and a volley by the Eighty-eighth Illinois, reserved 
till then, brought the attacking column to a halt. 
The Twenty-first Michigan, in support of the Eighty- 
eighth Illinois, was ordered to advance. The men 
rushed forward with a cheer. The firing was fearful 
for a few minutes, and then a general shout arose 
when Manigault's men broke to the rear. 

An incident occurred during Manigault's advance 
which nearly cost the life of a gallant officer. 
Houghtalling's and Hcscock's batteries, being on ele- 
vated ground, were compelled to depress their guns 
to hit Manigault's line. One of the guns was de- 
pressed too much. When Manigault's command 
approached, Major Chandler, of the Eighty-eighth 
Illinois, was riding along the line of his regiment, 
encouraging the men and ordering them to hold their 
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fire, when our batteries opened. An instant after* 
wards Major Chandler was brought to the ground, 
one of our own cannon-balls having passed through 
his horse. 

At this time the Thirty-sixth Illinois was out of 
ammunition, and Colonel Greusel ordered that regi- 
ment and Bush's battery to the rear. 

General Sheridan then formed his second position, 
along the fences and woods, on a line with Harding's 
house, with parts of Schaefer's and Sill's brigades, 
and requested General Davis to join him. 

Bush took a position near Hescock, while the 
Thirty-sixth Illinois went further to the rear, in 
search of the ammunition train. As they fell back 
the rebels followed them, and took the Eighty-eighth 
Illinois on the right flank, compelling it and the 
Twenty-first Michigan to fall back towards the 
fences and out-houses near Harding's house, where 
they fought most gallantly, losing, respectively, 
seventy, and one hundred and two men. 

Colonel Roberts, furious that our troops had been 
driven, rode to x General Sheridan, who was 
watching the battle immediately in rear of Hescock's 
battery, and asked for leave to charge on the ad- 
vancing rebels; and General Sheridan responded 
with one of his enthusiastic orders for Roberts to try 
the bayonet. While Sill's men had been falling 
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back, Roberts's regiments were formed in the open 
field, facing south, towards Harding's house, as fol- 
lows : Fifty-first Illinois on the left, Forty-second 
Illinois on the right, and Twenty-second Illinois in 
rear of Forty-second Illinois. Sending word quickly 
that a bayonet charge was to be made, and for no 
one to fire without orders, the command "Forward, 
march ! " was given with a loud voice. The regi- 
ments moved as if on parade. A short distance in 
their front were the Eighty-eighth Illinois and the 
Twenty-first Michigan, firing from behind the 
fences. Colonel Roberts thereupon ordered his ad- 
jutant to ask Colonel Sherman of the Eighty-eighth 
to have his regiment throw down the fence on its 
front, and to lie down, so that the command could 
march over them; but the battle raged so fiercely, 
and the noise was so loud, that the colonel did not 
understand the request, and the adjutant thereupon 
rode to the fence, and by motion and words got the 
men to level it, cease firing, and lie down. A few 
moments afterwards the Forty-second Illinois reached 
this line, the Fifty-first being impeded by obstacles 
in its front, and the Forty-second, after passing over 
the Eighty-eighth, quickly aligned itself, and the 
command was given, " Charge bayonets ! " 

Suddenly the grand form of Colonel Roberts could 
be seen riding in rear of the regiment, telling the 
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officers not to let a shot be fired; then, wheeling 
around the left wing, he rode in front of the regi- 
ment along the whole line, with his cap in his hand, 
cheering the men to endless enthusiasm, and shout- 
ing to them : w Don't fire a shot ! Drive them with 
the bayonet !" 

The rebel infantry took speedy aim at the dashing 
officer, as he galloped along, but not one of the 
thousands of bullets hit him. The regiment marched 
forward with a quick determined step, the long 
bayonets glistening with fearful splendor in the sun- 
light, when the command of w Charge ! " was heard, 
and with a loud hurrah the men ran for the enemy. 

The Confederates did not stand till the cold steel 
came close to their hearts, but ran with all their 
might to the woods, and through it and the corn- 
field to their original position in the morning. 
During the charge a battery from Manigault's front 
poured canister into our men, but without doing 
injury as the shots struck the limbs of the trees 
above them. The regiment pursued as far as the 
rail fence, where Carpenter lost one of his guns, 
which was still there. Soon it was observed that 
a large force of Confederate infantry was moving to 
get to the right and rear of the regiment, where- 
upon General Sheridan ordered Colonel Roberts to fall 
back, which he did in good order, in quick step. 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE BATTLE. — Continued. 

General Sheridan Fights, though Davis and Johnson Fall Back.— 
Cheatham's Attack on Roberts's Brigade. — Roberts's Bravery and 
Death. — General Sheridan's Coolness. — Confederate's Account of 
the Fight of Roberts's Brigade and his Death. 

The second position chosen by General Sheridan 
proving untenable, owing to Generals Davis and 
Johnson falling back across the Wilkinson and 
towards the Nashville pike in a northerly direction, 
instead of falling back to the left and joining Sheri- 
dan, Colonel Greusel ordered the Eighty-eighth 
Illinois and the Twenty-fourth Wisconsin to take 
position on the left of the Eighty-first Indiana, of 
Woodruffs command, north of Wilkinson pike and 
north-west from Blanton's house ; here they remained 
a short time and then fell back, finally taking, 
under orders from General McCook, a position in 
support of Pinney's battery, north of Overalls 
creek, near the pike. The Fifteenth Missouri and 
Forty-fourth Illinois were likewise ordered to the 
rear to replenish their ammunition. General Sheri- 
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dan, though annoyed that General Davis did not 
join on his right, determined to resist the enemy 
to the last. He quickly looked for another posi- 
tion, and chose one that in reality masked part of 
Negley's line. 

He placed Houghtalling's splendid battery (Com- 
pany C, First Illinois) at the edge of the cedars 
north-east of Harding's house, and south of the 
Wilkinson pike ; to its left and rear the Twenty- 
second Illinois, and farther to the left the Forty- 
second Illinois, in the front line ; the Twenty-seventh 
Illinois and the Fifty-first Illinois took a position 
north of the pike, part of these regiments facing 
west; the Second Missouri and part of the Seventy- 
third Illinois moved also north of the pike. Hescock's 
and Bush's batteries General Sheridan ordered to a 
little elevation north of the Wilkinson pike, and to 
the left of the Forty-second Illinois. 

Shortly afterwards, when it appeared that the rebels 
were massing troops on the right, Lieutenant Tallio- 
ferro, of Hescock's battery, with two guns, and 
Lieutenant Flansberg of Bush's battery, with two 
guns, were sent to Houghtalling's assistance. 

A few minutes afterwards Wood's brigade came in 
pursuit of Carlin's, and our guns, having a splendid 
cross-fire, opened on it with much effect. In order 
to escape this he made a wheel to the right, and, 
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coming to the edge of the timber, the Twenty- 
seventh and Fifty-first Illinois Regiments fired on it 
with such precision that it fell back very rapidly. 

After this there was but little firing for some 
time ; it was the calm, — warning of the approaching 
storm*. 

The Confederate General Cheatham, a very, able 
and courageous officer, had seen that the troops in 
his front had fighting qualities in them; he had 
suffered already greatly, and he knew that it needed 
combined action to win. He ordered Manigault to 
bring his brigade to the right of Maney's. Turner's 
battery of Napoleons were placed near the brick- 
kiln, and orders were given to Vaughan to move to 
the left of Maney. Soon a magnificent column of 
the Confederates moved across the field west of 
Harding's house, making a right wheel. It was a 
grand sight; seldom has it been executed in a finer 
manner. A minute later the centre of the column 
struck the ground where Hescock's Battery had been 
placed earlier in the morning. There was no time 
to lose, and Houghtalling sent shells in quick suc- 
cession into the advancing line. Great gaps were 
visible where the screeching missiles went through 
it; but they were soon closed up, and the column 
advanced over the ridge to the low grounds occupied 
by part of Roberts's brigade during the night. 
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There, sheltered by an intervening ridge, they were 
protected from our batteries and out of our sight. 

Again there was a pause. Waiting a few minutes 
Colonel Roberts said to his adjutant: "Let us see 
what they are doing " ; and the two rode along the 
pike to within seventy-five yards of the enemy's 
line. There one could see that the rebels were lying 
flat on the ground, evidently waiting for orders. It 
took but a moment to swing the horses' heads 
around, and then they galloped back ; but not a shot 
was fired at them. Confederate General Cheatham 
then ordered General Maney, who had till then re- 
mained in a parallel line to his original position, 
to commence his wheel to the right, and, as they 
advanced, Houghtalling again fired with all his energy 
towards Harding's house, where the rebel line had 
halted. 

There was but little reply at first; soon an officer, 
Lieutenant James of the First rebel Tennessee In- 
fantry, rode forward to our line to reconnoitre and 
ascertain whether we were Federal or Confederate. 
As he came nearer a few shots were fired, and he 
fell dead from his horse. Still General Maney was 
in doubt whether we were friends or foes. Another 
officer approached our lines, and when fired at he 
wheeled his horse and escaped. Still they were in 
doubt. Then the color-bearer, Sergeant Oakley, of the 
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Fourth rebel Tennessee, marched forward and waved 
his flag; and finally the color-bearer of the regi- 
ment still further to the right, or west, — Sergeant 
Hooker, of the Ninth rebel Tennessee, — climbed to 
the top of one of Harding's outhouses, and there 
began to wave the rebel flag. That was too much, 
and Houghtalling^ Tallioferro, and Flansberg all vied 
with each other in striking that hated emblem down. 
This convinced Generals Cheatham and Maney that 
the guns were those of the enemy, and Turner's 
battery commenced to fire, with terrible effect. 

To the west likewise, where Hescock's battery had 
been in the morning, a large number of rebel guns 
were planted, and an artillery duel ensued at the 
short range of two hundred and fifty yards that has 
seldom been surpassed. Tremendous branches of trees 
came tumbling down on our pieces; the shells burst 
continually among the cannons ; every few seconds 
solid shot, missing the guns, hit the peaceful horses, 
quietly awaiting the guidance of their riders, and 
brought them to the ground wounded in the most 
frightful manner. 

Here Colonel Roberts was again conspicuous. 
Being informed that the guns could not be worked, 
by reason of falling timber, he quickly ran over, 
and with his herculean strength helped to clear them 
of the encumbrances. 
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The fire slackened for a moment, and the rebels, 
believing the batteries silenced, commenced their 
attack. On they rushed, with their accustomed yell, 
and men from Alabama, Tennessee, and South Caro- 
lina stood face to face with well-drilled men from 
Illinois; but Illinois came out with colors flying. 
The rebels could not stand that fire, and they fell 
back. Cheatham was storming with rage ; his own 
Tennesseeans must take those guns. Again he led 
them forward, and again they fell back before that 
mighty brigade. 

Word was sent to General Anderson, commanding 
Walthall's brigade of Mississippians, with a regiment 
from Alabama and North Carolina, to come to the 
rescue, and he ordered his two left regiments to 
help Manigault. Again the roar of battle was heard. 
Hescock and Bush, to the left of the brigade, now 
fired with all their might to their front and left, 
while Houghtalling, Tallioferro, and Flansberg fought 
like heroes towards the right. Again the same 
troops advanced from the south and west, while 
Anderson brought his Mississippians from the east. 

General Sheridan had ordered Colonel Roberts to 
hold that point as long as he could, as the safety 
of the whole army depended upon it; and Roberts 
proposed to stay there till the last cartridge was 
fired and the bayonet had lost its virtue. 
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The yell of Maney's, Manigault's, and Vaughan's 
men, as they advanced the third time, was but faint; 
they had suffered, and knew that noise did not scare 
the troops in front of them; but the Mississippians 
had not yet been in action, and with full lungs they 
came on, with a tremendous yell. But it availed 
them little. Hescock and Bush, and the Forty-second 
Illinois in their front, caused fearful havoc, and in 
ten minutes' time the column was in foil retreat 
towards the breastworks in the rear. 

Through all this terrible fight, in the midst of 
this frightful scene of death, General Sheridan 
could be seen riding continually, closely watching 
his men. Observing how splendidly these troops 
held their ground, and that the rebels were evidently 
becoming demoralized, he rode with great speed to 
General Thomas, and begged him to order one of 
his divisions to advance as quickly as possible, as 
he believed that the disaster might now be retrieved, 
and seeming defeat be turned into victory. 

But General Thomas declined to comply with this 
request, and thus perhaps prevented the achieve- 
ment of such results as General Sheridan afterwards 
showed at Winchester could be attained with troops 
eager to fight. 

Again there was a temporary lull, and one had an 
opportunity to see what terrible havoc had been 
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made. Death everywhere had reaped a great har- 
vest, and our poor wounded were asking for assist- 
ance. But very little could be rendered, as every 
man was needed to resist the enemy. One peculiar 
incident occurred here, showing the pluck and nerve 
of some men. While Lieutenant-Colonel Walworth, 
of the Forty-second Illinois, was walking behind 
his line, — for every horse had been killed, — praising 
his men for their noble stand, Corporal Smith, of 
Company I, came up and said: " Colonel, I come 
to return my gun to you, for I suppose that I shall 
go on furlough now." — "Why, what is it?" said 
Walworth, as he took the gun. "Look," he an- 
swered, and as he moved his hand from his body 
the intestines followed it. "To what hospital can I 
go ? " asked the wounded man. 

"Go that way," said his commander, pointing 
towards Blanton's house. "When the battle is over, 
Til see you." 

But he never saw that man again, for on the 
morrow he took his long furlough, to join the fallen 
heroes in the great beyond. 

When General Anderson's regiments had been re- 
pulsed with such frightful slaughter he asked Gen- 
eral Stewart, commanding the brigade in his rear, to 
send his left regiments to their assistance; but Gen- 
erals Withers and Stewart believed that it was better 
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for Stewart to take his whole brigade. Soon after- 
wards they came marching with quick step towards 
our line, while Manigault, Maney, and Vaughan re- 
newed their assault on our right. Again the rebel 
artillery and infantry were burying ours under a 
fearful storm of branches, shells, shots, and a leaden 
hail ; but again the gallant men responded with 
deadly effect, when, alas ! word came that they 
were out of ammunition. Houghtalling had fired 
about the last shot — over eleven hundred that day 
— and Tallioferro and Flansberg in like proportion, 
while the regiments supporting them were likewise 
nearly out, and all efforts to get more had been in 
vain. The ammunition train of the right wing was 
far in the rear, and no one seemed to know where. 
Of Houghtalling's Battery almost every horse was 
disabled, and it was impossible to move the pieces 
by hand, owing to the volcanic formation of sink- 
holes in the ground. 

The enemy observed very soon that the firing had 
ceased, and they charged upon the battery and the 
Twenty-second Illinois, and drove the latter towards 
the pike. 

"Adjutant," shouted Roberts, as these brave men fell 
back, "rally them on the north side of the pike, and 
make a stand there ; I'll rally the Forty-second " ; and 
with these words he galloped towards that regiment, 



THE BATTLE OF DECEMBER 31 st , 1862. 67 

still south of the pike. The Twenty-second responded 
to the order most gallantly ; they rallied and took their 
position along the north side of the pike, being followed 
by the rebels at a distance not greater than fifty feet at 
the most. Here again a terrible fire commenced. The 
all-pervading excitement; the fury displayed by some 
of the men ; the loud commands of the officers trying 
to steady the troops in their firing ; the general uproar, 
— combined to form a scene which it is impossible to 
describe. The excitement was so great, indeed, that 
many did not aim at the enemy ; but, loading with 
greatest speed, they brought their muskets to an "aim," 
and fired at the top of the trees. There was but one 
cry: "For God's sake, get us ammunition ! " 

Colonel Roberts, on reaching the Forty-second, dashed 
in rear of the line at a furious rate, with his sword high 
in the air, as though he would split the head of the first 
man whom he should see moving to the rear. His 
heart, no doubt, filled with the greatest pride when he 
saw his beloved regiment stand like a wall of stone. 
But where were Walworth, Swain, and others whom 
he could always count upon ? Not a field officer could 
be seen on horse. (He was not aware that every 
animal had been killed.) Dashing again in rear of the 
line he espied Lieutenant-Colonel Walworth. As he 
rode towards him, his face brightened up with a smile 
that can never be forgotten ; and when close to him he 
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saluted with his sword, evidently as a token of his 
admiration for the gallant officers and men of his com- 
mand. Then he galloped again towards the left, cheer- 
ing his men ; but, alas ! it was his last effort to drive 
the enemy. A few minutes later three bullets pene- 
trated that grand form. The terrible shock unnerved 
his arm, the reins dropped from his hands, and he fell 
from his horse. A few men quickly ran to his help, 
and he exclaimed, with husky voice, "Boys, put me on 
my horse ag&in ! " The effort was made, but, before it 
could bo accomplished, a shudder passed through him, 
and death had vanquished the bravest of the brave. 

The men in attendance carried him quickly towards 
the rear, on the north side of the pike, and, believing 
we would regain the battle-field, placed the body near 
a large tree, and covered it with brush, to prevent its 
being disturbed. 

When General Stewart came closer to the Forty- 
second Illinois the firing again became terrific. Hescock's 
famous First Missouri battery and Bush's Fourth Indiana 
also exerted themselves as never before, while a part of 
Negley's division had a splendid cross-fire on Stewart's 
right regiments, and the rebel brigade lost many men ; 
but the number of the Confederates was too great. 
Many of Koberts's men had expended the last cartridge, 
and, the enemy also coming in the rear, orders were 
given to fall back. Captain Hescock and Captain Bush, 
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who had fought their guns with the greatest valor, and 
without whose accurate fire it would have been impossi- 
ble for Roberts to have repelled Cheatham's repeated 
attacks, were likewise forced to the rear. Each of the 
batteries had fired nearly cloven hundred rounds up to 
that hour, and the firing was at such close range that two 
of Bush's guns fell into the enemy's hands, as almost 
every horse belonging to. them had been killed. 

What a scene ! Death and blood everywhere. Colonel 
Harrington, bravely leading his Twenty -seventh Illinois, 
was struck by a piece of a shell, which tore the jaws 
from his face; Lieutenant-Colonel Swanwick, of the 
Twenty-second Illinois, wounded and unable to be 
moved ; nearly forty per cent, of the Forty-second and 
Twenty-second killed or wounded ; gallant Captain 
Houghtalling carried away barely alive, the blood, as it 
flowed from his wound, leaving a track on the stones ; 
and Lieutenant Tallioferro, who had never flinched, even 
in the hottest fire, but who seemed to grow in stature as 
the fire becaihe more intense, shot dead between his 
cannons. Houghtalling's men, heroes every one of 
them, refused to leave their guns, and defended them 
with their revolvers, sabres, and ramrods, till they were 
finally overpowered and many taken prisoners. 

After the Twenty-second and Forty-second Illinois 
regiments had fallen back north of the Wilkinson pike 
for some distance, they halted again, the enemy remain- 
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ing nearer to the pike. General Sheridan then rode 
forward to Lieutenant-Colonel Walworth, and said, in a 
very slow and determined manner, — firmly biting a 
piece of a cigar meanwhile : — 

w Colonel, when you cannot hold this point any 
longer, and are out of ammunition, move the regiment 
in this direction (pointing N.E.). This is about the 
only place for us to get out; they have nearly sur- 
rounded us." 

Ascertaining that scarcely any ammunition was left, 
and that they stood isolated, the Twenty-second and 
Forty-second in a short time moved away, striking 
General Negley's line about thirty rods to the rear, 
and finally came out between the two lines of General 
Palmer's division. When the latter saw the regiments 
which had formerly been in his command, he asked 
Walworth : — 

"Colonel, where is the balance of the Forty-sec- 
ond ? " 

"General," he answered, "this is all there is left of 
the Forty-second and Twenty-second." 

Great tears filled the General's eyes, as he glanced 
along these remnants as they filed past him with their 
flags, — flags tattered, torn, and shot to pieces, but 
saved — thank God ! — after all. 

The Fifty-first and Twenty-seventh Illinois, posted 
north of the Wilkinson pike, were protected by dense 
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cedars and rocks, behind which they found excellent 
shelter. They fought most gallantly, and repulsed 
every attack; but for these reasons, and the fact that 
the enemy's artillery fire was less concentrated on 
them, they lost not quite as many men as the other 
two regiments in this place. During the morning the 
Nineteenth Illinois took a position a few yards on the 
right of the Twenty-seventh Illinois, and drew the fire 
from the rebels for a short time. When they were 
ordered back, General Negley rode to Major Smith, in 
command of the Twenty-seventh Illinois after Herring- 
ton was wounded, and said, "Boys, you must get out 
of here ; you are surrounded." 

Colonel Bradley, of the Fifty-first, finding no other 
troops near him, and fearing, as General Negley had 
intimated earlier in the morning, that there was dan- 
ger of being cut off, gave the command to fall back. 

The Twenty-seventh and Fifty-first Illinois, passing 
through the cedars, came on the flank of some rebel 
troops, and the latter, believing that they were in 
danger of being captured, fell back with greatest 
speed. These two regiments then moved farther 
north to the rear, towards the Nashville pike, where 
they came just in time to show their discipline and 
courage, and cover themselves with glory. The hour 
was eleven o'clock when this part of the field was left 
to the enemy. 
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So conspicuous had been the bravery of Colonel 
Roberts that even the rebels admired him, and so 

* 

splendidly had the men fought there that the Confed- 
erate General Stewart said, in his report : — 

"The force which was engaged in this famous cedar 
brake was composed, at least in part, of regulars ; the 
brigade was commanded by Colonel Roberts, who fell 
while gallantly attempting to rally his men opposite 
the centre of my line. He was buried Saturday even- 
ing, and the spot marked by a stone having his 
name scratched upon it with the point of a bayonet." 

And so it was, for by that stone we found the 
grave that held his sacred remains. 

Lieutenant-General Polk said, in his report : — 

"Such evidences of destructive firing as were left 
in the forest from which the brigade emerged have 
rarely, if ever, been seen. The timber was torn and 
crushed." 

The cedars which Roberts's brigade held for so 
long a time were called by the men who fought 
there, the " Slaughter, or Bull pen," — a term, perhaps, 
inelegant, but certainly very graphic, on account of 
the blood that stained its crevices and filtered into 
its soil. 

So dense were the cedar bushes in front of the 
Forty-second Illinois that they were not aware of 
the approach of the enemy till they saw their glis- 
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tening bayonets a few feet from them. How they 
received them has been narrated. In front of the 
other regiments the bushes were nearly as dense. 

Before the fight was over, the bullets had cut them 
down to such an extent that but few were left stand- 
ing; those that remained were stripped of their 
branches. 



CHAPTER V. 

THE BATTLE.— Continued, 

General Rosecrans, on hearing of Johnson's Defeat. — Generals 
Thomas and Rousseau. — Colonel Grose changes Front. — Negley's 
Fight. — The Regulars come to the Rescue. — The new Line of 
Battle along the Nashville Pike. — McNair's and Ector's Attacks, 
and their Repulse. — Cleburne again Advances. — General Van 
Cleve and Colonels Beatty and Fyffe. — The Gallant Nineteenth 
Ohio changes Front under Fire. — Brave Colonel Harker. — 
Gallant Action of the Twenty-seventh and Fifty-first Illinois. 

Near the Nashville pike, about three and one-half 
miles from Murfreesboro', were the head-quarters of 
the commanding General. Shortly atter daybreak a 
few rumbling sounds like the firing of distant cannons 
were heard coming from the extreme right, indi- 
cating that there was some activity in McCook's front. 
After this there was a stillness for some time ; again 
the booming of artillery fire was heard, coming over 
the cedars on the west, but much nearer. What 
could this mean? Suddenly an aid from McCook 
came rushing to General Rosecrans, and informed 
him that General McCook was sorely pressed, and 
needed assistance. 
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"Tell him," was the response, "that he shall have 
help." 

Then hundreds of teamsters came, panic-stricken, 
from the right, bringing tidings of great disaster. 
Soon another aid from McCook arrived with the 
startling report that Willich and Kirk were routed, 
and that Baldwin and a part of Davis's division were 
in retreat. What a disappointment ! General Mc- 
Cook had agreed to hold the enemy in check at 
least three hours; but his extreme right had been 
obliged to give way almost immediately. 

Instantly all the energies of General Rosecrans 
came at* once into action. He ordered General 
Thomas to send General Rousseau to the right and 
rear of Sheridan ; he also ordered General Critten- 
den, whose skirmishers were driving back those of 
Breckenridge's division, to suspend the forward move- 
ment to the east side of Stone's River, and to send 
Colonel Samuel Beatty's and Colonel Fyffe's brigades, 
of Van Cleve's division, to the right of Rousseau. A 
moment later he galloped at full speed to Colonel 
Harker and General Hascall, of Wood's division, and 
ordered them to move to the Nashville pike north, 
and form a new line. Wherever he was seen his 
energy and bravery filled the troops with enthusiasm, 
and Beatty's, Fyffe's, and Harker's men fairly ran 
to get into position; while Hascall's way was so 
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blocked up with fugitives and teams that he was 
compelled to halt near the railway. 

After Cleburne and McCown had driven Johnson's 
and part of Davis's divisions across the Wilkinson 
pike, they halted, for the purpose of re-forming their 
line, and to supply the men with new ammunition. 
After this had been done Lieut.-General Hardee 
ordered McCown's division, with Rains's on the right 
and in advance, to move on to the north-east; while 
Cleburne's division was ordered to move in a more 
northerly route, towards the Nashville pike (reversing 
the order of battle in the earlier morning). 

In their retreat Carpenter's, Pinney's, Hotchkiss's, 
and other batteries tried to stem the tide of defeat, 
wherever the ground offered the opportunity; but, 
partly for the reason that the infantry supporting them 
were so exhausted and discouraged that they refused 
to stand, and partly because Generals McCook and 
Davis, as appears by the reports, had given orders to 
fall back, no strong resistance was made by these 
troops, and they finally reached the pike in great 
disorder. 

Further to the rear, near Overall's creek, there was 
still greater confusion. The rebel cavalry, seeing the 
immense wagon-trains on the Nashville pike, got a 
battery quickly into position, and fired on them with 
decided effect, causing a stampede. Colonel Fyffe, 
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with his brigade, being the nearest at hand, was 
quickly ordered to the aid of our cavalry, and to save 
the wagon-trains from capture or destruction. He 
arrived at an opportune moment, for when his brigade 
reached the ground they saw that the rebels were 
leading off a part of the train, and that in front a 
squadron of our cavalry were being led away like 
sheep. It required but an instant for Captain Swallow 
to unlimber his battery, and to open on the enemy. 
The squadron, so peacefully moving off as prisoners, 
got new courage, and, turning round, commenced to 
capture their guards ; and when, at the same time the 
Fourth regular cavalry, on the right, began a brilliant 
charge on the rebel cavalry, the latter gave way, and 
was soon out of sight, and our train was saved. 

General Rousseau complied at once with General 
Thomas's order, and, at 9.30 A.M., the regular brigade 
(formed from right to left, viz. : Fifteenth, Sixteenth, 
Gunther's battery, First and 'Second battalions of 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth Infantry) was ordered to 
march into the cedars. Colonel John Beatty's brigade 
advanced on the left of the regulars, while Colonel 
Scribner's followed as a reserve. The Fifteenth and 
Sixteenth United States Infantry, and part of Colonel 
John Beatty's brigade, moved forward into the dense 
timber about three or four hundred yards, and soon 
came face to face with the enemy. It was Rains's bri- 
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gade, composed of troops from Georgia, North Caro- 
lina, and Tennessee. Driving Johnson's division in 
the manner hereinbefore stated, they were filled with 
a spirit of extraordinary enthusiasm, and they threw 
themselves with utter recklessness upon the troops 
that opposed them. 

Gen. Thomas doubtless believed that the enemy on 
his front was advancing in largely superior numbers, 
as the density of the timber concealed them ; and in- 
asmuch as the artillery could not be used with advan- 
tage at that point, he ordered Gunther and Loomis to 
place their batteries on the elevated ground, about five 
hundred yards east of the cedars, and ordered the 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth Infantry as a support to 
the left of Gunther's battery. General Eousseau 
shortly afterwards also ordered the Second and Thir- 
ty-third Ohio from Scribner's to the support of these 
same batteries. 

When the enemy began to drive the Fifteenth and 
Sixteenth Infantry the firing came continually nearer, 
and in the rear of Colonel Grose's brigade of Palmer's 
division. 

Thereupon General Palmer ordered Grose to change 
front to his right and rear ; which was done in double- 
quick time, Grose's line forming a V with Hazen's. 
Colonel Grose then sent the Sixth Ohio and Thirty- 
sixth Indiana forward, and they went about two hun- 
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dred yards into the cedars, while batteries H and M, 
of the Fourth United States Artillery, under command 
of Lieutenants Parsons, Huntington, and Cushing, sup- 
ported by the Eighty-fourth Illinois, Twenty-third 
Kentucky, and Twenty-fourth Ohio, were anxiously 
waiting for the enemy to come out of the timber. 
Some of Colonel John Beatty's and Scribner's regi- 
ments were also in the front; but, in the absence of 
proper official reports, no details can be given, except 
that Colonel J. B. Foreman, of the Fifteenth Ken- 
tucky, was killed, while his regiment was ordered to 
move to the rear. 

When the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Infantry fell back, 
they broke through the right of the Sixth Ohio and 
the left of the Thirty-sixth Indiana, causing much 
confusion; but the latter two regiments, notwith- 
standing this momentary disorder, stood up manfully 
against the almost crushing enemy, Colonel Ander- 
son cheering his Sixth Ohio in the thickest of the 
fight till he was wounded ; while Major Kenley gal- 
lantly led his Thirty-sixth Indiana till a similar fate 
overtook him. Seeing that the remaining regiments of 
John Beatty's and Scribner's brigades were also ordered 
back to support the batteries these two regiments 
slowly retired before the enemy. The rebels followed, 
and as they came out of the cedars into the open 
field the hour for Parsons's, Gunther's, and Loomis's 
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batteries had come. Their guns opened upon the ene- 
my, and filled the air with a perfect hailstorm of 
bursting shells, canister, and case shots, while the in- 
fantry commenced their rattling fire. It took but a 
few minutes, and the victorious onward march of Mc- 
Cown was stemmed. The Confederates fought with 
great courage. General Rains, eager to take the bat- 
teries in his front, led his men with great gallantry, 
when a minie-ball pierced his heart and he fell to the 
ground. The sudden death of their leader caused con- 
siderable confusion, and as the Union batteries kept 
up their excellent fire the confusion turned into a 
stampede, and Rains's command ran back into the 
timber. 

(It is a singular circumstance that the same bat- 
tery — Parsons's — which McCown commanded as cap- 
tain before the war, and which he left to join the 
Rebellion, contributed so much to his first repulse in 
this battle.) 

Early in the morning, about 8 o'clock, General Negley 
had sent word to General Palmer on his left that he 
was going to advance, and asked him to let General 
Cruft go forward likewise, so as to protect his left. 
General Palmer, after receiving permission from General 
Rosecrans, ordered Colonel Hazen and General Cruft to 
move forward, the former to observe the movements of 
General Wood's right, while General Cruft ^as ordered 
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to keep up well with Negley. Cruft's skirmishers 
eagerly advanced ; but as General Palmer rode to the 
right of his division he found that General Negley, 
instead of advancing, had thrown his line perpendicular 
to that of Graft, and to his rear. General Cruft was 
thereupon halted, while Colonel Hazen was ordered back 
to his former position. The reason for General Negley 
changing his line was the fact that the rebels had driven 
General Johnson's division already north of the Wilkin- 
son pike, while General Davis was also retreating, and 
there was great danger, if General Sheridan should be 
forced back, that the enemy would come in the rear of 
Negley's line. 

During the assault on Roberts's brigade by part of 
Anderson's brigade, Negley's artillery fired with excel- 
lent effect; and when General Stewart advanced on 
Roberts with his whole brigade, Colonel Stanley's 
artillery and infantry opened a cross-fire on it that 
caused Stewart to lose many men. 

Scarcely twenty minutes had elapsed after General 
Sheridan had withdrawn his third brigade when General 
Withers, under orders from Lieutenant-General Polk, 
again advanced by commencing, with Anderson's, and 
on his left Stewart's, brigades, a wheel to the right 
against Stanley's, Miller's, and Cruft's commands ; while 
General Cheatham moved Maney's, Manigault's, and 
Vaughan's brigades across the Wilkinson pike. As 
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General Stewart wheeled to the right, Stanley, on the 
extreme right, felt the first shock ; his command stood 
for a considerable time, the Eighteenth Ohio, Eleventh 
Michigan, and Nineteenth Illinois losing heavily. 
Finally their ammunition gave out, and they fell back, 
partly, as is claimed by Colonel Miller, through his 
lines. The enemy thereupon began his attack on 
Colonel Miller's brigade. Colonel Miller was a daring, 
efficient, and courageous officer, and fought his men 
grandly. During the height of one of the Confederate 
attacks some staff-officer delivered an order to Colonel 
Sirwell, of the Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania, to fall 
back, which order was complied with by the regiment 
retreating about twenty rods. This action was almost 
disastrous to the brigade, leaving a large gap. As soon 
as Colonel Miller observed this he instantly galloped to 
the Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania and brought them back 
into line. 

While riding at great speed to correct this error he 
was badly wounded in the neck, but Colonel Miller 
never left his men; he fought with them to the last. 1 

»When, on the following day (January 1st), Colonel Miller reported to 
General Rosecrans, Medical-Director Swift, being near, observed the serious 
nature of Colonel Miller's wound. 

" Colonel," he said, " you must go to the rear ; your wound looks rather ugly. 

" I cannot leave the boys," replied Colonel Miller, " till the fight is over. 

"No, doctor," called out General Rosecrans, "we cannot spare John 
Miller. I have some hard work for him to do." 



»> 



»> 
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Although the rebel Generals Anderson and Stewart 
made several attempts to drive him back, the brigade 
repelled every attack. Finally the same trouble arose 
that had forced Stanley's and Roberts's brigades to the 
rear, — want of ammunition. The Thirty-seventh Indiana 
was the first regiment compelled to fall back ; the others, 
though nearly out, still kept their ground manfully. 
About this time one of McCown's brigades made a 
desperate assault on Rousseau's front, and General 
Negley, believing Colonel Miller's brigade almost sur- 
rounded, ordered it to fall back. The dread of being 
made prisoners caused some of the regiments to retreat 
quickly, leaving five guns, of which the horses had been 
disabled on the field. 

When General Negley retired, the Thirty-eighth In- 
diana and Tenth Wisconsin, from Scribner's brigade, 
came to their assistance, and as the enemy came on their 
left flank the Thirty-eighth Indiana took position to the 
left of Negley's right regiments, while the Tenth Wis- 
consin, to protect the left flank of the Thirty-eighth 
Indiana, changed front to the rear. A severe fight took 
place, the Thirty-eighth Indiana losing heavily, till finally 



"But, general," answered Dr. Swift, "the colonel's wound is dangerous." 
" Will it kiU me if I don't go ? " asked Miller. 
"I could not say that it would." 

"Well, then, I'll stay with my boys," said Colonel Miller, and General 
Bosecrans almost shouted for joy. 
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they all fell back and took position on the right of the 
Second Ohio, and were ordered to support Stokes's bat- 
tery. It is reported, and no doubt true, that General 
Rosecrans in person rallied the Twenty-first Ohio and 
Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania. 

It is an almost impossible task to reconcile the 
reports of General Cruft with those of his own regi- * 
ments, and that of Colonel John F. Miller. 

General Cruft says, in his report : w . . . upon giv- 
ing orders to advance, my skirmishers ran rapidly 
forward from the wood, and engaged those of the 
enemy in the open field. They drove them, and my 
front line advanced promptly up to the rail fence in 
the margin of the woods. The enemy pushed towards 
us rapidly, and charged my line in great force, and 
in solid rank. The fight became very severe and ob- 
stinate about 9 o'clock A.M. 

"My troops fought with heroism. . . . The Second 
Kentucky and Thirty-first Indiana nobly held their 
ground, and after some thirty minutes' well-directed 
fire drove him back again for a short distance. A 
respite of a few minutes in active firing enabled me 
to execute a passage of lines to the front, to relieve 
the first line, the ammunition of which was nearly ex- 
hausted. . . . The rear line (now front) (Ninetieth 
Ohio and First Kentucky) was soon actively engaged. 
. . . The First Kentucky, Colonel Enyart, on the 
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right of the line, made a gallant charge, and drove 
the enemy before it, rushing forward to the crest of 
the hill, clear beyond, and to the right of the burnt 
house. The fire was so severe from the enemy's 
force at the burnt house that the order to move up 
the Ninetieth Ohio was countermanded, not, however, 
until many of the officers and men of this gallant 
regiment had pressed forward over the fence in line 
with the 'Old* First Kentucky. 

"Standart, with his gallant gunners, was throwing 
in grape and canister from the flanks, as my men ran 
forward to the charge, and thinning the enemy's ranks. 
He was too strong, however, and soon my gallant ad- 
vance was beaten back to the point of woods. This 
point was still held. • . . 

* General Negley's brigade (Miller's), on the right, 
first advanced with me; but, yielding to the impul- 
sive charge of the enemy, broke up, and a portion of 
it drifted in disorder immediately to my rear, and left 
me exposed to the cross-fire of the enemy from the 
woods on the right. We were now completely flanked. 
. . . Seeing my little brigade failing rapidly, and 
many of its best, men carried wounded to the rear, 
without hope of support or further ability to hold on, 
I withdrew it in as good order as practicable. The 
enemy pressed closely, firing constantly into the re- 
treating mass. We faced to rear, and covered the 
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retreat of General Negley's men as well as could be 
done. The Second Kentucky regiment brought off 
three pieces, and the Ninetieth Ohio volunteers one 
piece, of abandoned artillery, by hand, which the enemy 
was rushing upon and about to capture. 

" Standards battery was saved, with a loss of three 
men and seven horses. It had but sixteen rounds of 
ammunition, when the order to retire was given. . . " 

Colonel John Osborn, of the Thirty-first Indiana 
regiment, states, in his report:- 

"At this time (after they had been ordered to ad- 
vance) a heavy force of the enemy appeared in our 
front, in an open field on a piece of rising ground, 
when they opened a severe fire upon our line, which 
was returned with a steady nerve by our men, which 
soon made them fall back. In a few moments they 
again returned to the crest of the field and attempted 
to charge our line ; but the steady nerve of our boys, 
and their deadly aim, caused them to retire. Our 
men getting short of ammunition, the First Kentucky 
came to our aid, and, passing by our line, followed 
the enemy up into the field; but the heavy force of 
the enemy in front, and the regiment being exposed 
to a cross-fire from the enemy's battery, they were 
compelled to fall back with considerable loss. . . . 
In a short time the enemy changed their point of at- 
tack, and appeared in great force on the left of our 
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brigade, and on the right, between our regiment and 
General Negley's forces. Both our right and left fall- 
ing back, I was forced to order the regiment to fall 
back. The men obeying the order so reluctantly, 
and our left being so far turned before orders to fall 

4 

back were received, caused our list of missing to be 
so large. . . ." 

Colonel D. A. Enyart, of the First Kentucky, says, 
in his report: — 

w . . . the engagement was getting warm in our 
front, when General Cruft ordered the First Kentucky 
to move forward and march over the Thirty-first Indi- 
ana into a cornfield, three hundred yards in front of 
them, where we were exposed to the fire of two pieces 
of artillery, supported by a regiment of infantry about 
one hundred yards distant, and directly on our left 
flank. Our position here was in advance of that held 
by any other regiment in the army. Being in danger 
of being cut off by a heavy column of the enemy, ad- 
vancing on our right, we retired in good order to 
the woods, where we took a new position behind 
a fence. We remained here but a short time when 
the brigade fell back through the woods slowly, and 
re-formed on the road." 

Colonel I. N. Ross, of the Ninetieth Ohio, says, 
in his report : — 

w About 10 o'clock the brigade moved forward in 
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the order previously named, the Ninetieth Ohio being 
ordered to support the Second Kentucky, in case it 
needed assistance; and immediately the first line was 
engaged. 

"Firing continued to increase in rapidity and fierce- 
ness until the Second Kentucky sent back word that 
they needed support, when the Ninetieth Ohio was 
ordered forward on the double-quick. 

w It moved to the front, and was immediately en- 
gaged with the enemy, who appeared in great force 
with two batteries, planted within one hundred and 
fifty yards of our position, which raked us with grape 
and canister. In noticing the movements of the ene- 
my I observed him massing a heavy force behind a 
large house in our front and left, and preparing to plant 
a battery in the same position; and I also observed 
that our support on the left had given way. ... I 
determined to report the situation to General Craft . . . 
and ask support. Keceiving no support, I immediately 
returned to the regiment, and ordered it to fall back, 
we having maintained our position until the enemy, in 
overwhelming numbers, was within at least twenty- 
five yards of us. The regiment now fell back, with 
considerable disorder, through the cedar forest, in which 
it held position in the morning, to the railroad." 

Colonel Sedgwick's report is similar to that of Gen- 
eral Cruft, and he says in it that he discovered that 
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General Negley's entire lines had apparently given 
way. He made the discovery on returning from the 
left, where the Ninetieth Ohio was fighting, while 
Miller's brigade was some distance to the right. 

Colonel Sedgwick, after describing the fight, speaks 
of the following occurrences, which must have immedi- 
ately preceded the time when the Ninetieth Ohio fell 
back : — 

"He (General Cruft) again sent me to see the situa- 
tion on our left and rear. I found the Second (Hazen's) 
brigade still holding their ground far in the rear, and 
one brigade of Negley's division formed in line, facing 
immediately to our rear, and firing at the enemy, who 
appeared to be advancing in that direction. Of these 
facts, and our isolated condition, I informed General 
Cruft, when he reluctantly gave me the order to have 
the brigade fall slowly back." 

Colonel John F. Miller's report is as follows: — 

"Soon after this (after the Seventy-eighth Pennsyl- 
vania took again its position in line) a heavy force 
was observed to advance on General Palmer's left, 
and ,a hard contest ensued. General Palmer's right 
brigade (Cruft's) held their ground for a short time, 
and then began to retire; just at this time I received 
orders from General Negley to retire slowly with my 
command into the woods. My troops were nearly 
out of ammunition; the enemy was advancing on 
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my right flank and on my left; the fire in front was 
no lebs destructive than it had been during the en- 
gagement. . . . Five guns were lost; four were saved 
by the men of the batteries, assisted by the infantry.', 

The above statements are inserted to aid the reader 
in coming to his own conclusions. 

It seems, however, to be true that the Confederate 
forces, advancing from Chalmers's front towards the 
Cowan House, attacked Craft's left regiments, which 
sustained heavy losses ; while, according to the statement 
of Colonel Osborn, the right regiments had a smaller 
force to contend with; and Colonel Sedgwick's and 
Colonel Osborn's statements both seem to corroborate 
Colonel Miller's report that Craft was retiring just be- 
fore Miller. 

It may not be far out of the way to say that both 
fell back about the same time; but Craft's claim, that 
he covered the retreat of General Negley, seems to 
lack proof. 

When Colonel Miller and General Craft were falling: 
back, the brigade of Regulars under Colonel Shepherd 
was resting for a short time after the repulse of 
Rains. Observing the critical position, General Thomas 
ordered them to advance at once into the cedars in 
the right of the pike, and hold the enemy; they 
moved forward on the double-quick and fought with 
unsurpassed bravery. They held their ground for 
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twenty-five minutes, and the great number of dead 
and wounded (about 40 per cent.) show their disci- 
pline and courage in a manner that cannot be contra- 
dicted. Among the dead was gallant Major Carpenter, 
pierced by six balls. Finally they were compelled 
to fall back, when Parsons's, Gunther's, and other 
batteries opened upon the pursuing enemy such a fire 
that they, in return, fled to the timber in great haste, 
glad to be again protected by the dense screen of 
cedars from the destructive missiles of these splendid 
batteries. After this repulse there was again a lull 
in the battle. 

In order to understand the subsequent attacks of 
Lieut. -General Hardee, along the Nashville pike it 
is necessary to keep in mind that our troops were 
in the following positions : General Thomas's line, 
along the Nashville pike, remained about the same 
as when Bains was repulsed. Gunther's and Loomis's 
batteries of Bousseau's division remained on an ele- 
vated position between railroad and pike, a short 
distance back of General Palmer, supported by the 
infantry of the division. North of General Thomas, 
on a small hill about three miles from Murfreesboro', 
General Bosecrans had placed, in the morning, Stokes's 
battery, supported by the three battalions of the 
Pioneer Corps, under Captain St. Clair Morton ; to 
the right of Stokes stood Colonel Samuel Beatty's 
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brigade; on his right Colonel Fyffe's brigade had 
been for a time, and was at this time returning 
from the fight with the rebel cavalry near Overall's 
Creek; and on the extreme right, a short distance 
north of the little dirt road which leads past widow 
Burroughs's house, was Colonel Harker's brigade, ready 
for action. 

It was not long before the enemy approached. Mc- 
Nair's brigade, flushed with victory, rushed with yells 
out of the cedars, north of the place where Rains 
had been repulsed, and like mad men ran towards 
Gunther's and Loomis's batteries. As they advanced 
they fell like grass before the mower; but still they 
pressed on almost to the very guns, when the sup- 
porting infantry poured forth volley after volley, that 
left scarcely a man standing before them. A few 
escaped unhurt, but the ground was covered with 
killed and wounded; and near the batteries lay, in 
the midst of a host of dead rebels the colors of the 
Thirtieth Arkansas, — an undying evidence of the cour- 
age of the men that made the assault, and the steadi- 
ness and bravery of the troops that defended the guns. 

Farther towards the north Ector's brigade came 
likewise out of the timber, with those unearthly Texas 
yells, and they rushed, like demons that knew no 
death, towards Stokes's battery. Bright boys from 
Chicago fought those guns ; they had seen but little 
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of the terrors of war before, and t%y seemed to 
hail this opportunity with delight. Some of them 
shouted, as the enemy came nearer : w Give it to them, 
boys ! " while others, as the shells ploughed through 
the advancing column, cried out, " Great Caesar, see 
the Johnnies fall!" But, though they fell everywhere 
thick and fast, the Johnnies advanced nearer to the 
battery. Then came the order from the commanding 
officer, w Give them double canister ! " and in a few 
seconds' time the double-shotted guns emptied their 
death-spreading missiles amongst Ector's men; while 
the Pioneers, under St. Clair Morton, throwing aside 
their axes and picks, aided by the regiments sent 
to their assistance, brought their muskets likewise on 
the enemy. The slaughter was great; the Texans, 
brave as they were, could not storm that wall of 
fire, and they at last fell back in the wildest con- 
fusion. 1 

General Liddell, of Cleburne's division, in pursuit 
of the extreme right, moved in advance of the other 
brigades due north, and emerged from the large timber 
north of the Wilkinson pike into the open field, 
about five hundred yards from the little Asbury 
church, near Overall's creek. Being without support 
he halted, and fired with his artillery on the trains 

i Lieutenant Stevens's Pennsylvania battery also did excellent work in 
repelling these rebel assaults. 
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moving towards and on the Nashville pike. Soon 
afterwards General Cleburne sent orders to Liddell 
to move by the right flank till his line would con- 
nect with (rebel) General Johnson's brigade on his 
right; while he ordered Johnson, with Wood on his 
right, and Polk on the extreme right of the division, 
to move forward and attack the Union line. Colonel 
Vaughan, commanding Preston Smith's brigade of 
Cheatham's division, followed in supporting distance 
of Wood's brigade. 

Colonel Sam Beatty, with the Ninth Kentucky and 
Nineteenth Ohio in the front line, placed by General 
Rosecrans in person, west of the cemetery, not far 
from the pike, waited till the retreating troops driven 
by the enemy passed through his line, and then a 
volley, like a sheet of flame, issued from these regi- 
ments, and brought the jubilant enemy to a stand. But 
he would not yield, and the rattling fire of musketry 
began, while Stevens's Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania bat- 
tery threw shells from its position in the rear. The 
firing was sharp and quick, and the ammunition of 
the front line beginning to give out, Colonel Beatty, 
under direction of General Rosecrans, who was cheer- 
ing the men by his presence and his words, gave 
the order to the second line to go to the relief of 
the first, and with a loud hurrah the Eleventh 
Kentucky and Seventy-ninth Indiana rushed to the 
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front. The rebels gave way, and were pursued for 
quite a distance. About the same time, not far from 
ten o'clock in the morning, Colonel Fyffe having 
taken position to the right of Beatty in the woods 
south of the cornfield (in the following lines from left to 
right : Fifty-ninth Ohio and Forty-fourth Indiana in the 
first line, Thirteenth Ohio and Eighty-sixth Indiana 
in the second line, while Swallow's battery remained 
near the pike) , General Van Cleve ordered the brigade 
forward. They moved with some difficulty through 
the thicket ; but as they emerged out of it, into the 
open field, they advanced to the woods in their front. 
The first line moved about twenty yards into the 
timber, while the second line remained at the edge, 
and were ordered to lie down behind the fence. 

Farther to the right, Harker's brigade advanced, with 
the Sixty-fifth Ohio and Fifty-first Indiana in the front 
line, with the Seventy-third Indiana and the Sixty-fourth 
Ohio in the second line, while the Thirteenth Michigan 
moved in support of Bradley's battery; they halted 
about one-half mile west of the Nashville pike. 

As these different brigades marched forward, the 
rebels likewise advanced and began their attack. 
Harker, observing that his line was enfiladed on the 
right, and threatened with being flanked, moved his 
brigade a little to the right. This movement had the 
result of exposing Colonel Fyffe's right, and the rebels 
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wore quick in taking advantage of this gap. Part of 
rebel General Polk's brigade attacked Colonel Samuel 
Beatty. Polk's left regiments and rebel General Wood's . 
brigade stood opposite to Colonel Fyffe's ; while General 
Johnson, who had relieved General Liddell, paid his 
attention to Colonel Harker. 

The Fifty-ninth Ohio and Forty-fourth Indiana felt the 
first shock, and soon fell back on the Thirteenth Ohio 
and Eighty-sixth Indiana, standing behind the fence. 
Colonel Hawkins, of the Thirteenth Ohio, with a soul 
aglow with courage, cheered his men by his gallantry, 
and Wood's brigade fell back ; but, alas ! the victory was 
dearly bought, for it was at the expense of his life. As 
they were falling back Colonel Vaughan,with Preston 
Smith's brigade, took their place with loud yells, while 
General Johnson's brigade began to fire on Colonel 
Fyffe's right flank. Attacked in front and on the right, 
Fyffe's brigade fell back in some disorder, followed by 
the enemy. 

While General Van Cleve, aided by his staff, was 
attempting to rally his men a bullet struck him, and the 
horse of his brave adjutant, Captain Otis, was killed, 
the latter officer narrowly escaping capture. 

Fyffe's regiments having fallen back, Colonel Samuel 
Beatty's brigade was left in a dangerous position. The 
rebels advanced steadily closer towards the right of the 
Nineteenth Ohio, and poured upon it a destructive 
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enfilading fire. A change of position was necessary 
to save it from enormous losses. Its commanding 
officer, Major Manderson, twice sent word to Colonel 
Beatty of his perilous position ; but, as the latter could 
not be found by the messenger, Major Manderson took 
the responsibility upon himself. Quick action was re- 
quired, for the enemy was within fifty yards. The regi- 
ment was ordered to lie flat on the ground. Taking, 
with the greatest dispatch, the colors and right and left 
general guides, he placed them in a line to the right 
and rear of the position then held by his regiment. As 
soon as this was done the men, under special instructions 
of Major Manderson and the company officers, quickly 
rose, and with all their might ran for the new position 
and faced about. 

The rebels, seeing this movement, supposed that a 
new stampede had taken place, and, with loud cheers, 
ran after them, hoping for an easy victory. But the 
Nineteenth Ohio had grand material in its ranks ; Quickly 
aligning itself, it received the yelling enemy with a 
murderous fire, which, together with the excellent fire of 
a battery to the regiment's left and rear, caused the 
rebels to halt and recoil. In this fight the Nine- 
teenth lost twelve killed and sixty-seven wounded, 
nearly as great a loss as the other regiments in the 
brigade lost altogether ; and that it was able to execute 
the above-described movement under such a fire is an 
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evidence that it must have been well drilled and 
well led. 

The regiment, being then entirely out of ammunition, 
was thereupon ordered to move by the right flank to a 
new position, between the Second battalion of the 
Koneer Corps on the left and FyfFe's brigade on the 
right, where it remained till about four o'clock in the 
afternoon, when it was relieved by Colonel Walker's 
brigade. 

The Seventy-ninth Indiana was likewise ordered to the 
support of Colonel Fyffe's brigade, while the Ninth and 
Eleventh Kentucky were ordered by Colonel Beatty 
towards the left, to the support of Stokes's and the bat- 
teries belonging to Rousseau's division, where they 
remained till night, without encountering any further 
serious attacks. 

Colonel Harker, on the extreme right, had fought 
Confederate General Johnson's brigade successfully for 
about twenty minutes, when he observed that Colonel 
Fyfle had fallen back, and that the enemy was already 
to his rear on his left, and only two hundred yards from 
it. He thereupon quickly ordered the Sixty-fifth Ohio to 
take position behind a rail fence, obliquely to the first 
line of battle, and fire upon the enemy ; then, ordering 
the Seventy-third Indiana to hold its position, he 
directed the Sixty-fourth Ohio to charge to the left, 
while Bradley's battery was ordered four hundred yards 
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to the rear. But the Sixty-fourth Ohio made an error 
in its direction, going too far to the right, and the two 
left regiments of Vaughan's brigade, observing a gap, 
quickly sent a volley on Harker^ left. 

Captain Bradley's battery, being in a very dangerous 
position, was compelled to fall back, leaving two 
pieces on the field. The Confederate infantry closely 
followed Harker, and, finding excellent shelter behind 
rocks, and in the many sink-holes in the vicinity, 
they commenced a most destructive fire, killing a large 
number of Harker^ men. The Thirteenth Michigan, 
which had not before been engaged in the battle, 
stood their ground well, and held the enemy in their 
front at bay for some minutes ; but the Confederates 
still pressed forward, advancing on the right and left, 
while some few, as is claimed in their reports, reached 
even the Nashville pike. This was, indeed, a critical 
time, and everything seemed lost. 

At that very moment two Illinois regiments, ex- 
hausted by hard work, and in search of ammunition, 
came slowly northward along the pike. They were 
the Twenty-seventh and Fifty-first of Roberts's brigade 
and Sheridan's division. 

As soon as General Rosecrans saw them he galloped 
at full speed towards Colonel Bradley, of the Fifty- 
first, while General McCook rode to Major Schmidt, 
commanding the Twenty-seventh. "Who commands 
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these troops ?" asked General Rosecrans. "I do," re- 
plied Colonel Bradley. "Send your regiments quickly 
into yonder thicket and stop the advance of the rebels, " 
shouted Rosecrans. "Quick ! quick ! lose not a moment, 
Colonel; this battle must be won." — "My regiments 
are almost out of ammunition," replied Colonel Bradley, 
brave, yet always careful of his men; "but we will 
drive them with the bayonet." 

In an instant, almost, the command was halted, faced 
to the left, aligned, and when the order to advance 
was given the two regiments moved steadily forward. 
The enemy lay concealed in sink-holes and behind 
rocks. As our men came near them the rebels fired 
from their ambush, and, being strong, compelled them 
to fall back a short distance. The rebels then arose 
from their hiding-places and followed them. 

Again General Rosecrans and General McCook rode 
up to them and along their line, cheered the men, 
and inspired them with great enthusiasm, though bul- 
lets fell almost as thick as hailstones in a summer 
shower. 

"Colonel Bradley," shouted Rosecrans, "we must 
drive these rebels with the bayonet, or the day is lost"; 
and the gallant Colonel Bradley, full of bravery and 
determination, ordered the men to load their guns, 
which they did, in many instances using the last car- 
tridge in the box. 
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The order of "Fix bayonets !" ran along the line ; the 
men caught the spirit of their commanders. Officers, 
like Adjutant Bust, seized the muskets of falling men 
and marched in line. It was a grand moment; they 
were to fight under the very eyes of Generals Rose- 
crans and McCook, and w death or victory" was the 
battle-cry of all. 

w Charge bayonets ! " " Forward march ! " and with 
steady quick step they moved fearlessly on. As they 
reached the top of a small elevation the rebels were 
in their immediate front. " Halt ! " — " Aim ! " — " Fire ! " 
— " Double quick ! " — " March ! " and, with bayonets 
fixed, and a loud hurrah, they rushed for the enemy. 

The rebels gave way. The Twenty-seventh and 
Fifty-first followed them far out into the open field. 
Many of our men wept for joy. The advance of these 
two regiments relieved the strong pressure on the 
Thirteenth Michigan; this regiment, thereupon, like- 
wise charged forward with fixed bayonets, driving the 
enemy from its immediate front. When Smith's brigade 
gave way before Colonel Bradley's impulsive attack, 
Polk's,' Johnson's, and Liddell's brigades became panic- 
stricken, the men crying out, " Our flank is turned ! 
Our flank is turned ! " A perfect rout ensued, and 
many did not stop in their flight till they had reached 
the Wilkinson pike. 

The Confederate generals say, in their reports, that 
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this retreat is perfectly incomprehensible ; that there 
was very little firing at the time. Liddell says, that 
he went for a few minutes into a Federal hospital 
(Widow Burroughs's house), near the little dirt road, 
being called on for protection, and, in an incredibly 
short time, he found his line breaking rapidly to the 
rear; that he galloped quickly to head off the strag- 
glers. On halting he found them to be Johnson's men. 
Riding to the right he met General Johnson looking 
for his men. Johnson then informed Liddell that his 
brigade was not far distant, in the neck of the woods. 
It is evident that these rebel brigades must have been 
utterly demoralized, and, if Col. Bradley's attack had 
been followed up at once, the fortunes of that day 
would have been changed. Finally General McCook 
ordered Colonel Bradley to return, and the two regi- 
ments brought back with them two hundred prisoners, 
and the two guns previously lost by Harker were 
recaptured. 

General Hardee did not venture to attack again 
that day, and thus ended the severe battle on the 
right. 

The importance of this success cannot be overesti- 
mated. If the Confederates had succeeded in taking 
and holding the Nashville pike there can be little 
doubt that the battle would have been lost, and a 
large part of the army captured. Near the Nashville 
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pike were our ammunition trains, which would have 
fallen into their hands. The pike was the only road 
that connected us with Nashville, our base of supplies, 
and, in case a retreat was necessary, the only road on 
which the army could fall back. 

But, more important still, it would have enabled the 
Confederates to enfilade General Thomas's Corps, and 
to fire on Palmer's and Wood's divisions from the 
rear as well as from the front. 

Under the demoralizing influence of the defeat of 
Davis's and Johnson's divisions, but few troops could 
have stood a double fire like this, and they would 
mopt likely have been compelled to fall back. But 
in what direction? There was only one, towards the 
north, between river and pike ; but this space was 
only a few yards more than one-fourth of a mile in 
width, and partly covered with timber. A more se- 
rious state of affairs cannot be contemplated, and only 
the best-disciplined troops would have succeeded in 
fighting their way through. 



CHAPTER VL 

THE BATTLE. — Continued. 

General Palmer's Great Fight. — General Sheridan once more to the 
Front. — Brilliant Attack of Adams's Bebel Brigade and its Bloody 
Repulse. — Wagner's Countercharge. — Preston's and Palmer's bri- 
gades attack the Union Lines. — Death of Colonel Garesche'. — 
Quarrel between Bragg and Breckenridge. 

We must turn again to General Palmer's line. Gen- 
eral Negley having, as hereinbefore stated, fallen back 
and formed his line &t an angle to the rear of Cruft, 
General Palmer ordered Hazen to move back to his 
former position. Colonel Hazen, in complying with 
this order, placed his two right regiments, the Sixth 
Kentucky and Ninth Indiana, in the cedars on the 
right of the pike, protecting Cruft's left flank; while 
the two left regiments, the Forty-first Ohio and One- 
hundred-and-tenth Illinois, took positions in two lines 
on the east side of the pike, between it and the rail- 
way, as Colonel Wagner's brigade had moved east of 
the railway-track, on account of Colonel Harker being 
ordered north along the pike. Scarcely had their for- 
mation been made when Confederate General Chal- 
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mers began his attack. The Sixth Kentucky fought 
him gallantly, somewhat in advance; receiving at one 
time, a little later, a double fire from Chalmers on 
one side and from Confederate General Anderson, 
who, with Stewart, was driving Negley and Cruft, on 
the other. The Ninth Indiana was at that time 
endeavoring to assist Grose's brigade, engaged in re- 
pelling Rains's attack; but, being unable to do any 
good, they changed front to the rear, and commenced 
to fire on the rebels, advancing from the direction of 
the Cowan House. 

The Forty-first Ohio, in the front line, between 
the pike and the railway, vigorously opened on the 
enemy, while Cockerell's, Estep's, and Cox's batteries 
poured forth a rapid cannon fire; but Chalmers's 
men still pressed forward with almost overwhelming 
power. 

The Twenty-fourth Ohio was quickly sent by sturdy 
Colonel Grose to the left of the Sixth Kentucky, and 
this regiment was immediately very hotly engaged. 
Brave Colonel Jones and Major Terry soon fell, se- 
riously wounded, and had to be carried off the field. 

When the fight was at the highest a piece of one 
of our shells struck Confederate General Chalmers, 
and, having lost their leader, the rebel brigade fell 
back on Confederate General Donelson, of Cheatham's 
division, who had been ordered to keep his command 
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two thousand feet in rear of Chalmers's line, ready to 
support him at a moment's notice. 

When General Chalmers was brought . senseless 
from the field, and his brigade fell back in disorder, 
General Donelson ordered his Tennesseeans forward 
at once. A terrible artillery fire met them, but still 
they advanced. The Cowan House, with its fences 
and out-houses, proved a serious obstruction; their 
line became uneven and broken, and while the Six- 
teenth (rebel) Tennessee and three companies of the 
Fifty-first went to the east of the Cowan House, the 
balance of the brigade, composed of seven companies 
of the Fifty-first, the Thirty-eighth, and the Eighth, 
moved forward on the west side of this historic 
house. There were no finer troops in the Confed- 
erate army. 

Suddenly an aid, sent by General Palmer, dashed 
across the open space towards General Hascall, 
whose command was a short distance in the rear, 
and informed him that General Palmer's division 
needed help immediately. After a moment's con- 
sultation with General Wood, Hascall sent the grand 
old Third Kentucky, and in double-quick time this 
regiment rushed to the rescue, and took its position 
on the west side of the Nashville pike. Colonel 
Grose, seeing no immediate danger in his front, 
after Rains had been repulsed, also sent the Thirty- 
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sixth Indiana, with Parsons's battery on the right, to 
Hazen's and Hascall's assistance, the Thirty-sixth form- 
ing on the right of the Third Kentucky. 

A terrible fight took place ; scarcely had the 
Third Kentucky been in its position ten minutes 
when a minie-ball struck its brave commander, 
Lieutenant-Colonel McGee, above the eye, and he 
fell from his horse, while the regiment lost one- 
fourth of its number in killed and wounded. Coura- 
geous Major Collier, though wounded in leg and 
breast, refused to leave the field, and stayed with 
his men to the end. Seeing that the Third Kentucky 
had suffered so severely General Hascall ordered 
the Fifty-eighth Indiana and Twenty-sixth Ohio 
to their relief as a second line; then placing Estep's 
battery between them, but a little to the rear, he 
kept the One-hundredth Illinois further back in re- 
serve. 

The slaughter was frightful. The rebel batteries 
on the east side of the river fired with great pre- 
cision, while Donelson's men in front fought like 
mad men; but they had men of equal nerve opposed 
to them, and when Parsons's, Estep's, Cockerill's, 
Cox's, and other batteries farther to the rear, sent 
canisters, shells, and case-shots with marvellous 
rapidity, it seemed as if the air was filled with them, 
for second after second these missiles burst in the 
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enemy's ranks. General Donelson, unable to break 
the line in his front, ordered his men to move into 
the cedars west of the Cowan House, and finally re- 
tired towards the Wilkinson pike. How hot the 
fire must have been here is evinced by the fact that 
the left regiment of Donelson's brigade, the Eighth 
Tennessee, lost forty-one killed and two hundred 
and sixty-five wounded, three hundred and six men 
out of four hundred and seventy-two men in action 
(sixty-four and one -half per cent.). 

But the fight had been scarcely less bloody on 
the left of the pike; here the splendid Forty-first 
Ohio had been placed with the One-hundred-and- 
tenth Illinois (a new regiment in reserve) ; the For- 
tieth Indiana standing to the left and a little to 
the rear. The Sixteenth (rebel) Tennessee and 
part of the Fifty-first Tennessee advanced with un- 
questioned courage upon the Forty-first Ohio and 
part of Wagner's brigade, trying to drive them 
from their position; but they held it nobly, losing 
one hundred and ten killed and wounded out of 
four hundred and thirteen officers and men; while 
the Sixteenth (rebel) Tennessee lost thirty-five killed 
and one hundred and fifty-five "wounded out of four 
hundred and two men on the field, and then fell 
back in rear of the Cowan House, unable to retreat 
without certain destruction. 
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During the temporary lull General Hascall relieved 
the Third Kentucky with the Fifty-eighth Indiana, 
and this, being a large regiment, took up all the 
space between the pike and the railway ; our line west 
of the pike was at this time drawn back a little and 
re-formed, to protect our men from the fire of the 
enemy in the cedars, where General Cruft had been 
fighting earlier in the day. 

After General Sheridan had fallen back from the 
Wilkinson pike he saw General Palmer's right sorely 
pressed* and, without waiting for a formal invitation, 
quickly sent to its assistance three guns from lies- 
cock's battery and a couple of regiments from the 
Second brigade, aiding in the repulse of the enemy; 
then ordering such of his troops of the Second and 
Third brigades as had not previously done so to 
march to the railroad for ammunition, he again was 
ready for action. Under direction of General Rose- 
crans he placed part of the Second brigade east of 
the railway on the left side of the track, and the 
Fifteenth Missouri was sent forward as skirmishers 
in the cornfield near the Cowan House. The firing 
between this regiment and the Sixteenth Tennessee 
and part of the Fifty-first Tennessee near this house 
was very sharp, and was kept up till the enemy's 
reinforcements came to their aid. The rebel army 
excelled ours greatly in organized battalions of sharp- 
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shooters. Our officers and artillery men seem to 
have been their favorite game, and frequently the 
gunners, when not engaged, were ordered to lie 
down flat on the ground to escape the accurate 
aim of these sharp-shooters. 

As soon as Colonel Schaefer, commanding the 
brigade, saw the Fifteenth Missouri fall back, he 
rode forward to give the regiment some orders, 
when he was hit by an enemy's bullet and fell 
to the ground dead. Thus died the third and 
last brigade commander of General Sheridan's divi- 
sion, and an excellent and brave officer was lost 
to the army. 

During the temporary lull in the battle, and while 
the front line was being relieved by regiments with 
ammunition, General Rosecrans ordered General Sher- 
idan to withdraw these regiments and form the 
Second brigade and the Thirty-sixth Illinois in close 
column of attack, in rear of the Bound Forest near 
the railway. This column was to be used in case 
the enemy should succeed in breaking our lines in 
front; but, as every subsequent attack was repulsed, 
they did not come again in close contact with the 
enemy that day. 

The Sixth Kentucky, with the Ninth Indiana on their 
left and the Forty-first Ohio and One-hundred-and- 
Tenth Illinois in the second line, took the position of 
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Schaefer's brigade; while on the left of Colonel 
Hazen was the Fortieth Indiana and One-hundredth 
Illinois, and still farther to the left the Fifteenth 
and Fifty-seventh Indiana of Wagner's brigade; the 
Ninety-seventh Ohio having been sent, shortly after 
noon, to General HascaH's aid, and placed by Gen- 
eral Rosecrans himself on the south side of the 
Nashville pike. 

In the remote distance, where the Nashville 
pike crosses Stone's river, a large mass of gray 
troops could be seen moving from the east side of 
Stone's river towards the west. It was General 
Adams's brigade, of Breckenridge's division, which 
had been ordered by General Bragg to report to 
Lieutenant-General Polk. General Adams rode in ad- 
vance of his command, and, galloping to Lieutenant- 
General Polk, he asked for his orders. "Look at 
yonder battery," he said, pointing to one stationed 
between the pike and the river in rear of the federal 
line; "take it, and the day is won." 

The brigade was soon formed; the Thirteenth and 
Twentieth Louisiana on the right, then the Sixteenth 
and Twenty-fifth Louisiana, and, on the left, the 
Thirty-second Alabama. ^hej advanced in excellent 
order. It was a magnificent brigade; here and there 
shells and shots would plough through their ranks, 
but still they moved steadily on. At the Cowan 
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House some difficulties were again encountered; but, 
passing it by skilful manoeuvre, they formed again 
in a magnificent line and pressed forward. Suddenly 
one could see, by the glittering flashes of light, 
that they had brought their arms to a " charge 
bayonet," and a few moments afterwards they ran 
forward with a tremendous cheer. Our artillery had 
poured into the enemy a well-directed and destruc- 
tive fire, while our infantry had been ordered to 
reserve theirs ; but the moment had now come when 
the loud commands were heard, w Commence firing !" 
and volley after volley burst forth from the Federal 
line. General Adams's men fell by the hundred; 
still they moved on with irresistible force. A part 
of our line melted away before the attack, and fell 
back even, for the battle raged desperately indeed. 
But Generals Palmer, Wood, and Hascall were 
closely watching their men. They strengthened the 
weak spots, and cheered the men by their bravery, 
causing them to fire with renewed steadiness, energy, 
and valor; then Adams's brigade was held at bay, 
and finally, though it fought most gallantly, com- 
pelled to yield and retreat. 

When General Wagner, on the extreme left, saw 
the charge of the enemy, he ordered the Fifteenth 
Indiana, supported by the Fifty-seventh Indiana, 
which had advanced towards them near the river, 
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make a countercharge, and well did they obey 
> order. Firing a few rounds they fixed their 
yonets, and with a grand hurrah rushed forward, 
ving the enemy before them, and taking about 
o hundred prisoners. 

But it was a dearly bought victory, for they lost 
b hundred and eighty in killed and wounded, out 

four hundred and forty officers and men. The 
>els in front of the Fifteenth Indiana retreated 
vards the Cowan House, and, after firing a few 
)ts, joined their comrades that had fallen back. 
This assault of Adams's brigade was, without doubt, 
) most daring, courageous, and best-executed 
ack which the Confederates made on our line 
tween pike and river; and General Adams gives 
3at credit to our artillery, admitting that our guns 
re so well served that no infantry could success- 
ly advance against them. 

The loss was indeed enormous, General Adams 
ling thirty-three and one-third per cent, of his 
tole brigade in this historic and bloody part of 
3 field. 

General Bragg's thoughts may be easily imagined, 
ese repeated repulses must have enraged him, and 

strained every nerve and called every force into 
[uisition to break the Federal line. He ordered 
neral Breckenridge to leave Hanson's brigade on 
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the east side of the river, and to cross it with Pres- 
ton's and Palmer's brigades, about three thousand five 
hundred and thirty officers and men strong. Breck- 
enridge was directed to rest Preston's right on the 
river, and to form his line at a right angle with the 
Nashville pike, Palmer to form on Preston's left. 

His orders were to form the§e two brigades in 
one line, and, after advancing to within about two 
hundred yards of the Union front, to let Palmer 
wheel to the right and attack the Federals on the 
right flank. 

As Preston's brigade only was under fire, it will 
be sufficient to state that it was formed from right 
to left, as follows: Twentieth Tennessee, Sixtieth 
North Carolina, Fourth Florida, and First and Third 
Florida. 

It was to be the last, and perhaps decisive, at- 
tack. The gleaming bayonets of these two brigades, 
as they passed Stone's river toward the west, could 
be plainly seen by General Rosecrans, and he took 
at once measures to strengthen his line in front of 
Hazen, Hascall, and Wagner. 

Parsons, with his gallant Lieutenants, Huntington 
and Cushing, having rested for a short time after 
their hard work in the morning, and replenished the 
ammunition of their batteries, was ordered to the 
railway, four guns on each side of the track. 
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The sun was fast sinking below the cedars on 
the right, and there were many anxious hearts wait- 
ing to see what the short time might bring forth 
ere the sun should set on that bloody day. 

Finally, a waving motion in the distance gave evi- 
dence that the command of w Forward, march ! " had 
been given to the- enemy, and, as their line ad- 
vanced, the whole of Palmer's and part of Pres- 
ton's brigade disappeared into the cedars, where 
Craft's brigade had been in the morning. They 
marched like veteran soldiers, and, as they ap- 
proached, new batteries advanced in front of their 
lines (Washington and Captain Byrnes) to engage 
and, if possible, to silence ours. 

General Eosecrans was in constant activity; he 
seemed omnipresent; galloping from place to place, 
he watched every movement, and gave his orders. 

The position near the railroad seemed the post of 
greatest danger, and to an elevated place near it he 
rode, accompanied by his faithful chief, Colonel 
Garesch6, and followed by his staff. , Semple's, 
Cobb's, and Lumsden's cannons, in front of Hanson, 
sent shot and shell into our line, and the ground 
near the general commanding was ploughed up in many 
places. His staff warned him of his danger; he 
smiled at their anxiety. Presently a cannon-ball 
passed close to him; it missed him, but, striking the 
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head of poor Garesch6, severed it from the body, 
the latter falling heavily to the ground. His blood 
stained the garments of many near him, and a 
shudder passed through all who witnessed this awful 
death. But General Rosecrans remained faithfully at 
his post. 

As Preston's regiments advanced, the Cowan House 
presented the same obstructions, and when they tried 
to form into line again our artillery and infantry in 
front fired on them with all their energy, Colonel 
Wagner's men attacking them on their right flank. 

The fight did not last very long; the many 
repulses had demoralized the Confederate troops, 
and they fled as fast as thqy could into the cedars, 
from whence the rebel General Palmer intended to 
wheel on our right flank, but failed to do. Pres- 
ton's loss was only 8J per cent, killed, wounded, 
and missing, while the rebel General Palmer lost 
only twenty-three men in all. 

Soon after this last assault by Preston and Palmer, 
and their repulse, night began to throw her dark 
mantle over the battle-field; burying parties from 
both sides moved in front of their lines, and Federal 
and Confederate soldiers frequently mingled together 
in momentary concord to place the gallant dead 
gently in their last resting-places. Many wounded, 
too weak to walk alone, found willing help to carry 
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them to the hospitals in the rear, until at last there 
was perfect silence where the fiercest battle had raged 
but a few hours before. 

Between Generals Bragg and Breckenridge a serious 
quarrel had broken out concerning the support which 
the latter ought to, and failed to, render. As early 
as 10 o'clock A.M. General Bragg had sent an order 
to General Breckenridge for one brigade, and soon 
after for another to be sent to Lieutenant-General 
Hardee; but General Breckenridge replied to the first 
order that the Federal troops were crossing the river 
in his immediate front; and, to the second, that they 
had already crossed, and were advancing on him in 
two lines. 

General Breckenridge was then ordered by General 
Bragg to advance and meet them. The orders for 
these two brigades were therefore countermanded, and 
measures taken to reinforce him; but, before they 
were carried out, it was ascertained that there were 
but a few skirmishers on Breckenridge's front, and 
it was then too late to send these brigades to 
Hardee's assistance on the rebel left. 

It was certainly of great importance to the Union 
army that Breckinridge's men did not come earlier 
into action. If Cleburne's attack on the Nashville 
pike had been renewed with reinforcements, or if 
Chalmers's and Donelson's attacks had been quickly 
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followed by Adams's „ Preston's, and Palmer's, or made 
at the same time, the fight near the pike and railway 
would have been far more serious; but as , these 
assaults followed each other, with the exception of 
Donelson's, quite slowly, Generals Bosecrans, Palmer, 
and Wood had sufficient time to re-form their lines 
and relieve such regiments as had exhausted their 
ammunition, or suffered severely. 

The abandoned attack of Van Cleve and Wood 
thus bore some good fruit, after all. 



CHAPTER VH. - 

THE BATTLE OF JANUARY 2d, 1863, AND THE CONFED- 
ERATES' RETREAT. 

Council of War, December 31st. — A new Line of Battle. — January 
1st, Van Cleve's Division takes a Position across Stone's River. — 
January 2d, Colonel Grose ordered to the Support of Van Cleve. 
—Bragg prepares to attack Van Cleve. — Breckenridge's Assault 
and Bloody Repulse. — January 3d, Letter from Lieutenant-General 
Folk to General Bragg ; his Reply. — Incessant Rains. — The 
Confederates fall back. 

In the evening General Rosecrans called the sev- 
eral corps commanders to report in regard to the 
condition of their commands and their supply of 
ammunition. They assembled in a little old log- 
cabin, occupied by General Negley, and opposite the 
head-quarters of the commanding general. 

The first order given by General Rosecrans was 
to the effect that all spare ammunition be issued 
forthwith. Then, turning to General Crittenden, 
General Rosecrans asked this question, w General, 
do you deem it advisable to fight out this battle 
on the ground we now occupy?" General Crittenden 
replied, "General, this question is too grave and 
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vital to be decided by me; whatever you decide, 
we will stand by." 

General Rosecrans then turned to General Mc- 
Cook, and asked the same question. The latter 
replied, "I think that we are substantially the only 
barrier Between the rebel army and the Ohio river. 
If we fall back to Nashville we can hold them in 
check south of the Cumberland river until we can get 
sufficient reinforcements to resume offensive opera- 
tions. 1 think, therefore, that it would be the most 
prudent course to fall back to Nashville." 

General Rosecrans then turned to General Thomas 
and asked the same question. He replied, w General, 
the exigencies are so grave, and the consequences 
so serious, that I think no one can decide this ex- 
cept the general commanding. Whatever you decide 
upon, we will stand by." 

General Rosecrans then turned to General Stanley, 
and said, "General, what do you think?" 

General Stanley replied, "I concur in the views 
expressed by General McCook." 

General Rosecrans then rose and said, w Gentle- 
men, as I have not had time so far to examine 
the ground in our rear towards Overall's creek, 
having arrived here during the night of the 29th, 
please remain here until I make this examination. 
General Stanley, you will accompany me." General 
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Eosecrans then rodo to Overall's creek, and, after 
examining the ground, returned quickly. 

On entering the log-cabin he exclaimed, w Gentle- 
men, we will fight it out here. Go to your com- 
mands, and get ready for battle." 

Grand old General Thomas's face glowed with 
delight, while Generals McCook and Crittenden were 
equally pleased. Then, as each one of the corps com- 
manders took the hand of the general commanding 
in bidding him good-night, they gave him a soldier's 
warm grasp, and said, "We will stand by you, Gen- 
eral, to the last." 

There was, however, a report current at the time 
of the battle, and generally believed, that in this 
consultation of generals it was considered best to fall 
back, and that General Eosecrans started to the rear 
to select the best place. After he had passed 
Overall's creek, strange lights, like torches, were seen 
in the distance moving northerly, and a report was 
brought in that the enemy was moving to our rear. 

This, of course, made the retreat of the army 
during the night an impossibility. This report being 
believed, although the lights were in fact those of our 
own cavalry, who were making fires against orders, 
the general commanding returned, and orders were 
issued to re-form our lines. 

Neither general nor private soldier had much sleep 
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that night, and the task of getting ready to fight 
another battle began. In forming the line, General 
McCook's Corps, with Colonel Walker's brigade, 
which had come from the rear, were ordered to 
remain in the position held by them in the early 
evening. This line of battle commenced on the 
Nashville pike, about three and a quarter miles from 
Murfreesboro', and, making a curved line towards the 
west, struck the pike again about half a mile beyond, 
extending towards the east as far as the railway. 
To McCook's left was Captain Stokes's battery, sup- 
ported by the Pioneers, and to their left General 
Thomas's Corps, including Colonel Starkweather's bri- 
gade, which had arrived from Jefferson late Decem- 
ber 31st. 

About 3 o'clock in the morning, orders were sent 
to Generals Palmer and Hascall 1 to retire, their 
line varying in distance from three Hundred to seven 
hundred yards. 

Colonel Harker, who had reported back to General 
Hascall about 11 o'clock the previous evening, was 
placed east of the pike, his right resting near it; 
to his left Colonel Wagner's brigade, with Colonel 
Buell, commanding General HascaU's brigade, in 

1 The latter having assumed command of Wood's division. General 
Wood had been wounded in the heel early on December 31st, but remained 
in the saddle till 7 o'clock P.M. 
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reserve, in rear of the interval between Barker and 
Wagner. 

General Palmer's division moved in to the inter- 
val between Wagner's brigade and the river. 

About the same hour orders were sent to Colo- 
nel Beatty, commanding Van Cleve's division after 
the latter was wounded, to cross Stone's river at 
the upper ford. Colonel Beatty, in compliance with 
this order, crossed it at daybreak, and placed 
Price's and Fyffe's brigades about half a mile above 
the ford, their right' resting near the river, and 
their line running perpendicular to it. His own bri- 
gade, now commanded by Colonel Grider, occupied 
a position in support of Price. 

During the night a large number of wagons, with 
wounded men, were sent back to Nashville, which 
fact, being reported to General Bragg by his cavalry, 
gave him and other Confederate generals the im- 
pression that the Union troops were in full re- 
treat. Great was their surprise, therefore, when in 
the morning they saw a large force, with the stars 
and stripes in their front, near the railway and 
pike, though somewhat in rear of the line of battle 
of the previous day. 

As soon as General Bragg observed this he 
ordered his troops to advance into the Eound Forest, 
near the railway, and took about the same position 
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that Hazen, Hascall, and Wagner held the day 
before. 

Throughout January 1st, 1863, there were skir- 
mishes in various places, to ascertain the position 
of the Union troops. In the afternoon Lieutenant- 
General Hardee ordered General Cleburne to make 
a reconnoissance without bringing on an engage- 
ment. General Liddell's brigade was directed to 

make it, and advanced from the woods, not far from 

» 

Overall's creek and Asbury church, in a northerly 
direction, crossing the little dirt road, and passing 
the white house used as a hospital on the right. 
None of our troops being very near, there was very 
little firing in consequence. Hardee sent word to 
Cleburne that he could not hear any of his guns, 
and the latter sent Wood's brigade to advance on 

Liddell's right. They had moved but a short dis- 
tance when they appeared in Sheridan's front, and 
orders were given to the artillery to open on them. 
They fell back almost immediately, and our in- 
fantry, being sent out, captured a number of pris- 
oners. On other parts of the field various attempts 
were also made to feel our lines, none of which can 
be called more than a little skirmish or artillery duel. 
General Rosecrans expected General Bragg to at- 
tack him, while General Bragg anxiously waited for 
General Eosecrans to withdraw. 
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Colonel Grose's brigade was also ordered across 
the river as a support to Van Cleve's division; but, 
as the enemy made no attack, it returned to its 
previous position at night. 

The cold and bad weather, the scarcity of food, 
and the want of sleep, had a somewhat demoraliz- 
ing effect on many men. The great majority were 
hopeful that a victory might still be gained ; others 
grew feint-hearted, and were inclined to retreat to 
Nashville. A conspicuous example of the latter feel- 
ing was shown by a general commanding a division, 
although no one would suspect it by reading his 
report of the battle. In the evening of the first 
day of January he came to one of his brigade 
commanders, who may be called Colonel X., a 
very brave man, and said to him, "This army ds 
whipped; the rebels are between us and Nashville, 
and the only thing to do now is to cut our way 
through. Some one has to take the lead, and I 
want you to do it to-morrow; otherwise we shall all 
be captured." 

Colonel X. answered, * General, this army is not 
beaten, by a good deal; it is in a better position 
than ever before, and we will whip them yet." 
Then, thinking a moment, he added, "Have you con- 
sulted General Rosecrans about your proposed ac- 
tion?" 
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"No," replied the division commander; "but be 
ready to-morrow to cut your way through to Nash- 
ville." 

Afte^ the latter had left, Colonel X., considering 
the matter for a few minutes, went to another bri- 
gade commander in the same division, who may be 
called Colonel Q., to ascertain whether anything of 
similar import had been said to him. 

"Has our division commander told you that he 
wants us to cut our way through to Nashville to- 
morrow ?" asked Colonel X. of Colonel Q. 

"Yes," answered the latter. 

"What are you going to do about it?" 

"My God!" responded Colonel X., full of indigna- 
tion and anger, "if he orders me to desert the bal- 
ance of this army, and run away to Nashville, I'll 
arrest him as a traitor, and march him under guard 
to General Rosecrans's head-quarter s." 

It is very probable that this reply was commu- 
nicated to the division commander, for the order to 
retreat to Nashville never came. 

On the morning of January 2d Colonel Grose's 
command was again ordered to take the same posi- 
tion as on the day before, and the Union line, on 
the east side of the river, stood, previous to Breck- 
enridge's attack, in the following manner: — 

Van Cleve's division, Colonel Beatty command- 
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ing, remained in the same position as on the pre- 
vious day, and the regiments were in the following 
lines from right to left, .commencing at the river: 
Fifty-first Ohio, Eighth Kentucky, Drury's, desig- 
nated in the reports as Livingston's battery, Thirty- 
fifth Indiana (of Price's brigade), Seventy-ninth 
Indiana (of Grider's brigade), Forty-fourth Indiana, 
and Thirteenth Ohio. In the second line, Twenty- 
first Kentucky, Ninety-ninth Ohio, Eighty-eighth 
Indiana and Fifty-ninth Indiana. In the third line, 
Nineteenth Ohio, Ninth Kentucky and Eleventh 
Kentucky; three hundred yards in rear of this 
last regiment the Twenty-fourth Ohio; one hundred 
and fifty yards north-east of the left of Twenty- 
fourth Ohio the right of the Thirty-sixth Indiana, fac- 
ing south-east; and about one hundred and fifty 
yards north of the Thirty-sixth Indiana the Sixth 
Ohio, with the Eighty-fourth Illinois on its right, 
the latter touching the river; the last five regiments 
constituting Colonel Grose's brigade. 

Immediately after Grose's regiments got into posi- 
tion they made breastworks from rails, logs, and 
stones. 

Wood's division, commanded by General Hascall, 
was the first to feel the enemy's fire. The rebels, 
having placed Kobertson's battery west of the pike, 
Scott's between the pike and the railway, and Stan- 
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ford's, Carnes's, and Turner's batteries between the rail- 
way and the river, commenced about 8 o'clock a rapid 
fire on Wood's line. Estep's battery, on the right, 
being much exposed, suffered so severely that it was 
compelled to withdraw to the rear; and two of his 
guns, on account of disabled horses, had to be drawn 
off the field by the infantry. 

Captain Bradley, whose guns had a better position, 
handled them with marked precision, and was doing 
excellent work, when Stokes's battery, about two hun- 
dred and fifty yards in the rear, fired into them, 
wounding five men and several horses, and demor- 
alizing the men to a considerable extent. 

It is claimed by Captain Bradley that Captain 
Stokes fired canister; but, in all probability, the in- 
juries were caused by the leaden bands around some 
of their shot. 

After a duel, lasting about half an hour, the firing 
ceased. 

The Union troops still remaining on General Bragg's 
front, he ordered Colonel Brent, his Adjutant-General, 
and Captain Robertson, a very able artillery officer, to 
go in front of Breckenridge, and find the best posi- 
tion on the east side of Stone's river for enfilading 
the Union line with artillery. 

After looking over the ground carefully the two 
officers came to the conclusion that the elevated 
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ground held by Van Cleve's division was best suited for 
that purpose, and reported this fact to General Bragg. 

It was, indeed, an important point, for it was an 
eminence from which Lieutenant-General Polk's line 
was both commanded and enfiladed, and compelled 
General Bragg either to change General Polk's posi- 
tion or drive out Van Cleve. 

General Bragg thereupon ordered General Brecken- 
ridge to concentrate his command, and ordered Cap- 
tain Robertson to report to the latter, with his own 
battery of six twelve-pound Napoleon guns, and four 
twelve-pound Napoleons from Semple's battery; while 
Wharton's and Pegram's cavalry, amounting to two 
thousand men, were likewise ordered to report to 
Breckenridge. 

General Bragg thereupon ordered him to make the 
attack in the following manner: "The infantry were 
to clear the hill, and as soon as this was accom- 
plished two twelve-pound howitzers were to take 
position and rake down the slopes to the river; Rob- 
ertson's battery was to occupy the highest ground, 
and Semple's Napoleons, under Lieutenant Fitz- 
patrick, were to occupy the ridge running to the 
right (east) from the hill-top." 

The distance between Breckenridge's line and Van 
Cleve's was about sixteen hundred yards, Van Cleve's 
being nearly perpendicular to Hanson's line. 



! 
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General Breckenridge formed his command in two 
lines, as follows, from left to right: first line,. Han- 
son's and Pillow's brigades; second line, one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred yards in rear of first, 
Adams's and Preston's brigades followed by Moses's, 
Wright's, and Vaughan's, and still farther in the rear 
by Eobertson's and Semple's batteries; the whole 
command, excluding cavalry, amounting to over six 
thousand officers and men. 

General Breckenridge informed his commanding 
general that he would make the attack at 4 o'clock 
in the afternoon, and Lieutenant-General Polk was 
ordered to commence firing at that hour with three 
batteries from the Confederate centre, to distract the 
attention of the Federal forces from Breckenridge's 
attack. 

But the movements of the rebel troops were ob- 
served, and the skirmishers in our front reported great 
activity early in the day. 

General Kosecrans, ever watchful, was also fre- 
quently on the left, examining the position of the 
troops across the river; and, expecting an attack, 
ordered Negley's division, about 1 o'clock P.M., and, 
later, the Pioneer brigade, to the east side of the rail- 
way, near the fords across Stone's river. 

Every movement of the enemy was eagerly 
watched by the skirmishers of Van Cleve's command. 
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At noon the rebel artillery fired a few rounds, and 
then ■ ceased. About 2.30 P.M. it was reported to 
General Crittenden that more guns were being placed 
in the rebel front ; and finally, at 3 o'clock, the report 
came that the enemy's skirmishers were throwing 
down the fences in their front. 
- This, of course, meant fight. 

About 2 o'clock in the afternoon General Bragg sent 
for General Breckenridge to come to his head-quarters 
for final orders, and the two officers met near a large 
sycamore tree close to the banks of the Stone's River, 
not far from where the Nashville pike crosses it. 

General Breckenridge was opposed to the attack as 
ordered by General Bragg, and tried to persuade him 
that it would result in disaster, as the ground occu- 
pied by the Federal troops was so much higher than 
the ridge which he was ordered to take that they 
could mass their artillery and sweep the whole field. 
In urging his opinions he drew, with a stick, on 
the ground, the positions of the opposing commands. 
Considerable time was occupied in their discussion, 
but General Bragg remained firm, and ordered Breck- 
enridge to proceed. The hour for the contemplated 
attack drawing near, the latter galloped quickly to 
the extreme right of his command, and sought to 
encourage his men by appealing to their pride and 
gallantry. 
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As General Breckenridge rode past General Preston, 
he beckoned the latter aside, and said : w General Preston, 
this attack is made against my judgment, and by the 
special orders of General Bragg. Of course we all 
must try to do our duty, and fight the best we can. 
If it should result in disaster, and I be among the 
slain, I want you to do justice to my memory, and 
tell the people that I believed this attack to be 
very unwise, and tried to prevent it." 

With a few words, in which each expressed the 
wish that the other might survive, the two Generals 
parted, and rode to their respective positions in the 
line of battle. 

Promptly at 4 o'clock the artillery in Polk's front 
gave the signal for the attack. Scott's, Stanford's, 
and Carnes's batteries commenced their fire from 
Chalmers's position in the direction of the woods 
lining the river, for the purpose of driving out our 
skirmishers; while Breckenridge's division, with guns 
loaded and bayonets fixed, marched with steady step 
to the assault. 

But the ground was so peculiar that, as they 
advanced, the lines of the two front brigades were 
crowded together at the centre, and when they 
reached the ground near where Price's brigade was 
posted in line, the rebel Sixth Kentucky and part of 
the Second Kentucky, on the extreme left of Hanson's 
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brigade, were entirely crowded out by the river; 
these troops thereupon waded through it, and com- 
menced to ascend its west .bank. 

As the massed column's of Breckenridge's division 
came nearer to Van Cleve's line, the Thirty-fifth and 
Seventy-ninth Indiana were ordered to lie down and 
remain concealed. Hanson's regiments, which had not 
been in action on December 31st, were anxious to show 
their courage, and the men pushed with great vigor 
towards the Fifty-first Ohio, Eighth Kentucky, and 
Drury's battery. Lieutenant Livingston, in command 
of the latter, gave them shell and canister as rapidly 
as his men could work their pieces; but^when he saw 
that there was great daifger that his guns^ would be 
captured, he quickly withdrew them across the river. 

As the guns moved to the rear, Hanson's men ran 
with loud cheers towards the Fifty-first Ohio and 
Eighth Kentucky, and sought to drive them back ; 
but these two regiments stood their ground well for 
a short time, and their fire was so hot and so accu- 
rate that Colonel Gibson, in command of Adams's 
brigade, 1 deemed it best to ride forward and consult 
with General Hanson as to when the second line 
should move to his support. As he approached Gen- 
eral Hanson he saw this general fall from his horse, 
mortally wounded, and part of his brigade give 

1 General Adams was wounded December 31st. 
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way. Instantly the command was given by him to 
Adams's brigade to advance, and with loud cheers 
they ran forward to the assistance of Hanson's 
line, except the Sixteenth Louisiana, which followed 
the Sixth Kentucky across the river. 

General Pillow, in command of the brigade on 
Hanson's right, had also moved steadily forward. 
Suddenly a mass of blue-coated men arose on his 
front, as though they had risen from the ground, and 
the Thirty-fifth and Seventy-ninth Indiana poured 
into his men a fearful fire. General Pillow ordered 
his men to drive the Federals out of the timber on 
his right; but these two regiments would not yield 
an inch. He thereupon ordered Lieutenant Ander- 
son, in command of Moses's Georgia battery, to come 
forward and assist in driving them back. A de- 
cidedly bloody fight ensued. Both sides fought with 
the utmost valor; but two regiments were no 
match for a rebel brigade supported by artillery. 
Colonel Mullen, in command of the Thirty-fifth 
Indiana, says that he twice appealed to the Ninety- 
ninth Ohio to, come to his assistance, but in vain. 

Preston's brigade had in the meantime also been 
ordered to advance, and, with tremendous shouts 
and yells, the whole division of Breckenridge rushed 
in a solid mass, without much order, close to these 
four regiments. They gave way, and fell back 
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towards the second line, the Ninety-ninth Ohio and 
Twenty-first Kentucky; but neither of these regi- 
ments held their ground, and both fell back. 

The firing along the front had lasted perhaps ten 
minutes when Colonel Samuel Beatty felt convinced 
that his line could not be held, and he sent Lieu- 
tenant Murdock, his aide-de-camp, to ask Major 
Manderson to come with the Nineteenth Ohio to 
the rescue. Although this order should have come 
through Colonel Grider, the brigade commander, 
Major Manderson, deeming the occasion one of ex- 
treme emergency, immediately ordered the Nineteenth 
to advance at the double quick. It was indeed a 
moment of great peril. The regiments of Price's 
brigade came pouring in the greatest confusion through 
the ranks, and a regiment less well drilled would have 
become panic-stricken at this sight. But the Ohio 
men acted like Germany's veterans, and steadily 
advanced on the enemy; then firing their muskets 
upon the nearest foe, they did not wait to reload, 
but with fearful oaths, justified by the terrible occa- 
sion, they rushed with unconquerable fury forward, 
and brought the but-ends of their muskets with all 
the power they could muster on the heads of the 
opposing rebels, crushing their skulls or fracturing 
their shoulders. The enemy was checked for some 
minutes, disorder being visible in many places, when 
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a new force of rebels came pouring over the steep 
bank of Stone's river, and began their attack on the 
right and rear of this regiment. The right being 
thus forced back, Major Manderson was compelled, 
in order to prevent his line being broken into pieces, 
to order the left of his regiment to fall b'ack like- 
wise. While this movement was being executed, 
gallant Colonel Grider rode up, and, seeing the 
dangerous position, ordered Major Manderson to fall 
back to the foot of the hill. Twice did this ex- 
cellent regiment form into line and resist the 
enemy before it was driven across Stone's river. 

About the same time, when the Nineteenth Ohio 
advanced, orders were given by Colonel Grider to 
the Ninth and Eleventh Kentucky to move to the 
relief of the lines in front of them. Moving as 
quickly as possible through the thick undergrowth 
of wild briers, their lines became somewhat broken, 
and here also the panic-stricken men of the front 
line came rushing through the ranks of these regi- 
ments. Though the sight of such confusion is in- 
deed demoralizing, these two regiments steadily 
advanced, holding them in check. But as soon as 
the Nineteenth Ohio fell back, the rebels also 
opened a flank fire on the Ninth Kentucky, and this 
excellent regiment was thereupon ordered by its 
commanding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Cram, to fall 
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back. Major Motley, of the Eleventh Kentucky, ob- 
serving the Ninth move towards the rear, gave 
orders to his regiment to retreat likewise. 

Breckenridge's division was almost wholly concen- 
trated on these few regiments, and they were finally 
driven in confusion across the river, Price's brigade 
losing seventy-nine in killed and three hundred and 
sixty-five in wounded ; while Grider's lost forty-nine in 
killed and two hundred and four in wounded men. 

On the west side of the river the greatest ac- 
tivity had prevailed in the meantime. 

Captain Mendenhall, Chief of Artillery of the 
left wing, as he was riding with General Critten- 
den on the Nashville pike, had observed the ad- 
vance of Breckenridge. Immediately he galloped 
from battery to battery belonging to Crittenden's 
corps, and in an incredibly short time forty-three 
pieces of artillery, including Drury's, were massed 
on the elevated ground north-west of the position 
where Price was , fighting ; soon afterwards Captain 
Stokes's battery came also into line, with six guns, 
while General Negley sent nine more. 

Imagine the eagerness of the cannoneers of 
these fifty-eight guns for the moment to arrive when 
Price's and Grider's brigades should be out of the 
way, and they could open on the enemy's massed 
columns. 
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To the left of these batteries was General Neg- 
ley's division, lying flat on the ground, also await- 
ing the approach of the enemy with the greatest 
intensity. 

What a yell burst forth from these six thousand 
rebel throats when Price and Grider gave way! 
What a scene of disordered retreat and pursuit 
followed ! What a scene of confusion, of bloodshed, 
of war, was revealed to the eyes! Standing near 
one of the batteries one could see blue-coated men 
running with all their might, closely followed by 
a dense mob of butternut-clothed troops, who 
were cheering and yelling, and crazy almost with 
delight. A few shells shot over our men fell into 
their ranks ; but they rushed wildly forward, caring 
nothing for the few that fell. A few moments 
later Price's and Grider's men had found shelter 
behind the Federal lines, and the rebels had reached 
the river, and stood face to face with our artillery. 

What a carnival of death followed ! What a deaf- 
ening noise all around ! Cheers here ; yells there. 
Suddenly the ground shook as if rocked by a 
fearful earthquake, and the fifty-eight cannons 
emptied their double-shotted contents on this liv- 
ing human mass in front of them ; but a few 
seconds intervened, and again and again the fifty- 
eight cannons spread death into Breekenridge's men; 



THE CONFEDERATES 9 RETREAT. 139 

while Negley's regiments quickly rose up when 
the enemy readied the opposite J>ank of the river, 
and from the crest of the hill poured forth a terrific 
fire. Then the enemy halted. The yells, the 
cheers of the pursuing rebels grew fainter and 
fainter, and at last ceased. Look at them! See how 
many throw up their arms; see how they fall over; 
see the large gaps in this mass of men where the 
shells and canister plough through it; look at the 
quivering bodies, at the streams of life's blood 
flowing from a thousand wounds ! It was a scene 
that made the heart sick, and touched a spring of 
sympathy in the souls of all, though the men that 
were suffering and dying were enemies, and would 
gladly welcome us to bloody graves. 

Colonel Miller, in command of one brigade, then 
ordered his men forward to a rail fence nearer to 
the river, and fired at a range where every shot 
told. To the rebels' right and rear gallant Colonel 
Grose, aided by Colonel Fyffe, who had fallen 
back on the former when Price had given way, 1 
also commenced a rattling fire on the enemy. 

This fight could not last long. Every effort of 

lit seems a pity that Colonel Fyffe did not seize the opportunity of 
changing front, and attacking the rebels on their flank. He had the rare 
chance of pouring upon them, as they moved in a solid mass, a most de- 
structive enfilading fire. 
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• 

Breckenridge's men to take these batteries or cross 
the river was in vain, though the Confederate officers 
after reaching the river bank, tried with great gal- 
lantry to form their men into line, preparatory to 
a charge on Negley's men. 

Colonel John F. Miller, observing their action, 
quickly rode to Colonel Scott, of the 19th Illinois, 
not far from him, and said: "Colonel, if we don't 
charge the rebels, they will charge 'us. Will you 
join me if I do?" — "Certainly," responded brave 
Colonel Scott; "I'll get my command ready." 

It took but a short time, and Colonel Miller, 
without waiting for orders from General Negley, 
quickly ordered his men to cross the river. Seeing 
this advance, Colonel Stanley's brigade, the Nineteenth 
Illinois, with gallant Colonel Scott leading, likewise 
rushed down the river bank, the colors of. the Nine- 
teenth Illinois and Seventy-Eighth Pennsylvania being 
the first to cross. 

When the Confederates saw this attack, consterna- 
tion took the place of their enthusiasm of a few min- 
utes ago, and this same great rebel mass, that came 
on yelling like madmen at their supposed victory, 
suddenly turned, and, terror-stricken, sought safety in 
flight. Once across, Negley's men ran with greatest 
speed up the opposite bank and after the fleeing 
rebels, followed by many men of Grider's brigade. 
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In so doing all these regiments got mixed, and the 
honor of taking three guns (two of Wright's battery 
and one of Semple's) is claimed by the Nineteenth 
Illinois, Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania, and other regi- 
ments; though this much is certain, that the Nine- 
teenth Illinois brought one of the guns off the field 
and delivered it to Parsons's battery, where it was 
used in place of a piece of the same calibre that had 

been disabled. 1 

General Negley, in the meantime, did not cross the 

river; seeing troops a little farther north from his 

command, he galloped towards them and shouted, 

n Whose command is this?" — "Mine," says St. Clair 

Morton; "these are the Pioneers." — "For God's sake," 

called out Negley, "help my division and the left." 

Instantly the order was given, and the Pioneers 
came on a run towards the river. But the day had 
already been gained, and the rebels were in full re- 
treat ; still Captain Morton led his men on to help, if 
possible, in completing the victory. 

As soon as the rebel line began to give way Col- 
onels Grose and Fyffe likewise advanced on Brecken- 
ridge's division from the (rebel) right, aided by 

1 A part of Miller's brigade was detained by General Palmer, and used by 
him in connection with the Thirty-first and Thirty-second Indiana and Nine- 
tieth Ohio, to drive the Second and Sixth rebel Kentucky and the Sixteenth 
Louisiana from the position held by them. 
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Colonel Hazen, whose brigade had been ordered to 
Grose's assistance as soon as General Palmer observed 
the overwhelming mass that Bragg was sending 
against Van Cleve's division. 

The enthusiasm of the Union troops was unbounded. 
All the regiments became intermingled, and a great 
deal of irregular straggling, or running towards the 
front, was the result. Colonel Hazen sought to check 
this with the aid of Colonel Grider, of the Ninth Ken- 
tucky. Finally darkness overtook our men in the 
pursuit of the enemy, and the troops were halted; 
but still a battery, about four hundred yards distant, 
fired a few rounds upon our line, when the Forty-first 
Ohio and other regiments were ordered to fire one 
volley. It was done, and the battery withdrew. 

When Breckenridge made his attack on Van 
Cleve's division, General Rosecrans, accompanied by 
Generals Thomas and McCook, was near the Nash- 
ville pike, it being the belief of the former, that 
the assault on the extreme left was merely a feint, 
and that the Confederates intended to develop their 
full strength either on our centre or right. When, 
however, it became apparent that the offensive move- 
ment of the Confederates was confined to the east 
side of Stone's river, and that Price's and Grider's 
brigades were driven back by overwhelming numbers, 
General Rosecrans quickly ordered General Davis 
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who was on the extreme right, to go to the assist- 
ance of the left. Woodruff, held in reserve, led the 
other brigades, and, as soon as they heard the 
order to march against the enemy they responded 
with loud cheers; but they also came too late to 
share in the glory. Davis's and Wood's divisions 
both crossed the river, and formed in line of bat- 
tle near Van Cleve's earlier position; Hascall formed 
on Davis's left, while Colonels Hazen and Grose took 
positions farther to the left and rear. 

Thus ended the battle on January 2d; only an 
hour and twenty minutes elapsing from the time of the 
advance of the rebels till they reached their line again 
in a perfect rout, leaving one thousand three hundred 
and thirty-eight killed and wounded on the field. 

Captain Robertson, the rebel officer before referred 
to, and Lieutenant-General Polk's acting Chief of Artil- 
lery, says, in his report, that their infantry was so 
demoralized that there was nothing in the way to 
prevent the Federals from marching into Murfrees- 
boro' that night. He tried to prevent pursuit by 
firing with his artillery, but with this exception there 
was utter demoralization." l 



l I was recently informed by a near relative of General Breckenridge 
that Captain Bobertson had afterwards admitted that this part of his re- 
port was not correct. It is said that this incorrect statement was made 
at General Bragg's suggestion. 
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As soon as the disastrous result to Breckenridge 
was seen, General Bragg ordered the splendid 
brigade of J. Patten Anderson across the river, 
which took position near where Hanson had been in 
the morning. 

During the night, Davis's, Hascall's, Hazen's, and 
Grose's commands constructed breastworks to protect 
themselves. 

General Davis's division having been sent across 
Stone's river, the extreme right became rather weak, 
and General Rosecrans deemed it, therefore, wise to 
give the enemy the impression that he was receiving 
large reinforcements. In order to deceive General 
Bragg, he organized a large number of men endowed 
with stentorian voices, who were to represent the 
commanding officers of companies, regiments, and 
brigades, composing a (}i vision. As soon as these 
men were properly stationed a loud voice could be 
heard calling out: "Fourteenth Division, halt!" Im- 
mediately afterwards other voices could be heard com- 
manding brigades and regiments to halt, followed by 
a number of company commands. A few minutes 
intervened and again these loud voices could be heard, 
in the stillness of the night, giving the necessary 
orders by which the imaginary regiments were to take 
their respective camping-grounds, and companies to 
stack arms and break ranks. 
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A short time after this had taken place General 
Rosecrans ordered men to build camp-fires in front 
of these supposititious new reinforcements. 

Whether this ruse had the effect of preventing an 
attack is perhaps doubtful, though General Bragg 
states, in his report, that the Federal army had been 
largely reinforced. 

On January 3d rain began to fall again in torrents, 
and continued all night, and as Stone's river began 
to swell in volume, General Rosecrans deemed it 
best to withdraw the troops from the east side; 
and the boys cheerfully waded waist-deep through 
the water in the cold night of winter, though many 
lost either life or health in consequence of this severe 
exposure. 

In the meantime several of the Confederate generals 
had come together for consultation. It was found that 
their troops had suffered enormously; that they had 
lost over nine thousand men in killed and wounded. 

Generals Cheatham and Withers, as able command- 
ers as any in that army, and whose troops had 
fought splendidly, addressed a letter, soon after mid- 
night on January 2d, to General Bragg, stating that 
only three divisions were at all reliable; that even 
some of these were more or less demoralized, and 
that they believed it to be their duty to say that 
the army should promptly be put in retreat. 
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Lieutenant-General Polk, to whom this letter was 
presented at 1.30 A.M. of January 3d, made this 
endorsement: w Seeing the effect of the operations 
to-day (January 2d), added to that produced on 
the troops by the battle of December 31st, I very 
greatly fear the consequences of another engagement 
at this place on the ensuing day. Should we fail 
in the meditated" attack the consequences might be 
very disastrous." 

At 2 o'clock that morning this letter was handed 
to General Bragg by Lieutenant-General Polk's aide- 
de-camp. On reading only one-half of it he replied, 
"Say to the General we shall maintain our position 
at every hazard." 

Lieutenant-General Polk, however, considered the 
situation so grave that at 3 o'clock he sent the 
note signed by Generals Cheatham and Withers, 
with his own endorsement, to Lieutenant-General 
Hardee, to inform him of the opinion of himself 
and his two division commanders. 

Owing to the incessant rains on January 3d no 
general attack was made by either army; but Gen- 
eral Polk, observing that during the previous evening 
the Federal troops had again taken possession of 
the " Round Forest" (it was the Forty-second In- 
diana, under Lieutenant-Colonel Shanklin, of John 
Beatty's brigade), he ordered a heavy artillery fire 



THE CONFEDERATES 9 RETREAT. 147 

from several batteries to open upon it, and or- 
dered Colonel White, of Chalmers's, and Colonel 
Coltart, of Loomis's, brigades, to take part of their 
commands and charge upon the Federals at this 
small forest. 

The Forty-second Indiana was driven back, and 
their Lieutenant-Colonel and thirteen men were 
taken prisoners. 

The "Round Forest" was, however, equally im- 
portant as a position to the Federals, and General 
Rousseau asked and received permission from Gen- 
eral Thomas to retake it. 

Just before night Loomis's and Gunther's batteries 
were ordered to shell this position, firing as rapidly 
as possible six rounds from each gun; then the 
Third Ohio and Eighty-eighth Indiana, under com- 
mand of Colonel John Beatty, and the First and 
Second East Tennessee regiments, from Speer's bri- 
gade, on their left, marched forward. They met with 
some resistance; but the enemy yielded, though the 
skirmish fire lasted till about 8 o'clock in the 
evening. 

Still later the pickets of the Confederate line im- 
mediately in front of our centre were relieved by 
Colonel Carter's cavalry. 

At 11 o'clock that night the rebel army com- 
menced its retreat, and long before daybreak its 
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infantry was miles away on the road towards Tulla- 
homa and Shelbyville, while their cavalry withdrew 
slowly at daybreak, burning bridges as they moved 
south. 

While this retrograde movement of General Bragg's 
army was going on, and each hour of this Saturday 
night 'was widening the distances between the con- 
tending forces, our men lay in the muddy and 
rain-drenched ground, ready at the earliest dawn to 
repel the enemy's attacks. Soon, however, a re- 
port came, incredible at first, that the enemy had 
evacuated Murfreesboro'. Can it be true? was in 
everybody's mouth, but few believed it; others 
argued that some hired spy had probably brought 
the news, to draw us out of our position, that the 
battle might be continued a few miles south of 
Murfreesboro'. 

A short time after the first news had reached our 
line our cavalry pickets reported no enemy in sight, 
and parties sent to the town confirmed the report 
that General Bragg had retreated. 

What shouts arose on every side ! The news 
seemed to travel with the speed of lightning, and 
regiment after regiment caught the cheering inspi- 
ration, and the men began to shout and hurrah with 
all the power of their lungs. Some hugged each 
other and danced, while others wept for joy. 
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All the sleepless nights, the wet beds in the 
mud, the fatigues and privations, the want of food 
and of water fit to drink, the absence of fire and of 
dry clothing, seemed to be forgotten in a moment; 
and the joy over the tidings that the battle was 
over, that the victory had been won, that the enemy 
was in foil retreat, burst forth throughout the day in 
frequent and renewed cheers and evidences of intense 
delight. 

But the victory had been dearly bought. How 
many had fallen! How many friends and companions 
were missing from our ranks ! 

Where are the brave Generals Sill and Kirk? 
Where the impetuous and fearless Roberts? Where 
the gallant Colonels Schaefer, Stem, Harrington, 
Williams, Bead, and Foreman? And where are 
Lieutenant-Colonels Garesch6, Houssum, Wooster, 
Samuel McKee, David McKee, Drake, Major Car- 
penter, Askew, and the hundred other officers in 
minor commands, who bravely led their men and 
helped to gain the battle? All gone! Gone from 
our sight to fill soldiers' graves! 

Side by side with them lay over one thousand six 
hundred of our private soldiers, many of them unsur- 
passed by any officer in personal patriotism and acts 
of daring and courage during this battle. Some of 
them fill graves not even marked by a stone, to 
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indicate the brave man's name, and thus keep his 
memory green, be it even for a few years only! 
How pitiful that this bravery is so little remembered, 
and so soon forgotten! 

From seven thousand eight hundred wounds blood 
flowed on this historic ground, while three thousand 
seven hundred captured prisoners were dragged 
towards those pens of infamy at Andersonville and 
Libbey, — prisons which have caused more feelings 
of revenge and bitterness towards the South than 
the fearful losses which were sustained in legiti- 
mate warfare. 

Our losses can be considered to have been as 
follows: total force engaged December 31st, 1862, 
42,000 officers and men. Losses, 1,730 killed, 7,800 
wounded, and 3,700 missing, — a total of '13, 230, or 
about 31^ per cent. Starkweather's and Walker's 
brigades were in reality not in the battle at all, 
as they arrived too late on the field December 
31st, and were not in action January 2d. 

On the Confederate side the losses were nearly as 
severe. They had in action 37,800 officers and men, 
and lost 1,270 in killed, 7,964 in wounded, and 
1,070 in missing, — a total of 10,306, or about 28 per 
cent, of their effective force. In killed and wounded 
men their relative loss was even larger. 

That the Confederates fought gallantly, and with a 
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great deal of esprit, every one ought to concede 
cheerfully. They were well drilled and well led, and 
the beautiful and skilful movements which they exe- 
cuted while under our fire were a convincing proof 
to those who were opposed to them in this battle 
that they were brave foes, and worthy of our admira- 
tion as good soldiers. 

The importance of gaining this victory cannot be 
overestimated. When it is remembered that after 
President Lincoln's proclamation, in September, 1862, 
in regard to the emancipation of slaves on January 
1st, 1863, New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana, 
and other States, had gone Democratic, electing Demo- 
cratic Legislatures and a Democratic Congress, and 
that this party at that time was opposed to the con- 
tinuation of war, and believed in making an early 
peace; when it is remembered that threats had been 
made that the States should order the recall of their 
troops, and that Congress should refuse to vote sup- 
plies, — it is well to pause and reflect for one moment 
what the result might have been if the Army of the 
Cumberland had been less gallant, and if, instead of 
gaining this hard-fought battle, it had been compelled 
to fall back in full retreat towards Nashville, and, 
owing to the enemy's superiority in cavalry, perhaps 
even as far as the Ohio river. 

In thanking Almighty God for the success of our 
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arms, General Bosecrans, in closing his official report 
of this battle, appropriately used the beautiful words 
of the Psalmist: "Non nobis, Domine, non nobis, sed 
nomine tuo da gloria." " Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto thy name give the glory." 



CHAPTER VIE. 

Statements- taken from Federal and Confederate re- 
ports of the number of the forces engaged in the 
battles of December 31st, 1862, and January 2d, 1863, 
and the respective losses of each army. 

Union forces at the Battle of Stone's River, commanded 
by General W. S. Hosecrans. 
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Confederate forces engaged in the Battle of Stone's 
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1st La. Inf., Lt.-Col. F.H.Farran, Jr... 

19th Alabama 

23d Alabama 

25th Alabama, Col. J. Q. Loomis 
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CAVALRY. 

Brig.-Gen. Joseph Wheeler. 



1st Ala., Col. W. W. Allen (wounded) . 

3d Ala.,Capt. T. H. Maoldin 

Blst Ala., Lt-Col. Jas. D. Webb . . 
8th Confederate 

1st Tenn., James E. Carter's (attached) , 
Douglass's (Tennessee) Battalion.. 
Holman'a (Tennessee) Battalion . . 
Wiggins's (Arkansas) Battery 



Wharton's Brigade. 

Brig.-Gen. J. A. Wharton. 

14th Ala. Butt-., Lt.-Col. Jas, Malone. . 

lit Confederate, Col. John T. Cox 

3d Confed. , Lt.-Col. William N. Estea . . 

3d Ga., Lt.-Col. J. E. Dunlop 

SdGa. (detachment), Maj.R. Thompson . 

2d Tenn. , Col. H. M. Ashby 

4ih Tenn., Col. Baiter Smith 
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ive force of the Army of the Cumberland, Gen. 
W. 8. Rosecrans commanding, at the battle of 
Stone's River, December 31st, 1862, to January 
3d, 1863, and its losses from December 26th, 1862, 
to January 5th, 1863: — 
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2d Brigade, Gen. Kirk ... 
3d " Col. Baldwin 
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2d " Col. Schaefer. 
Bd " Col. Roberta . 
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VIMON FORCES. 
Uhioit Vobcis.— Continued. 
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4th Brigade, Col. Sheppard 
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476 
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641 


3d Brig., Col. Starkweather. .. 
(Not in action Dec. 31, '62.) 
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SECOND DIVISION. 


















Gen. Negley. 


















£d Brigade, Col. Stanley 
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(Not in action Dec. 81, '62.) 
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1st Brigade, Col. Walker 

(Not in action Dec. 31, '62.) 
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Total in action Dec. 81, '62 ■■ 
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Union Foxcu. — Continued. 



Gen. Crittenden. 1 
8taff and escort .. 



YIXST DIVISION. 



Gen. Wood.... 

« 

1st Brigade, Gen. Haacall 
2d " CoL Wagner 
8d " CoL Harker 



Total 



SECOND DIVISION. 



Gen. Palmer 
1st Brigade, Gen. Cruft 
2d " Col. Hazen 
3d " Col. Grose 



Total 



THIRD DIVISION. 



Gen. Van Cleve 



1st. Brigade, Col. S. Beatty 
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1 See Remarks. 
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Uhion Forces. — Concluded. 
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3d Brigade, Col. Fyffe 


I860 
1750 
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77 
74 


380 
843 
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142 


666 
687 
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Gfa d total 


18808 
8000 
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(6968 
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3840 
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Cavalry Corpa, Geo. Stanley ... 
Pio n eerBrigade,| Capt _ St _ clait 
Stokes's Battery, J Morton - 


298 
89 

16 


Total of Army present on 
field of battle, Dec. 31, 'C2. .. 




11 


8621 


18176 



Remarks. — At the time when these reports were 
made, there were do columns giving number of men 
"Present for duty equipped," nor the actual number 
taken into battle ; it is, therefore, an almost impossible 
task to give the actual number of men taken into action, 
except in a few cases. From a consolidated return in the 
War Record Office, it appears that the above-mentioned 
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number, stated as having been taken into action by the 
right wing, is entirely too large. It is probable that in 
some of the returns the numbers given as present on De- 
cember 20th, 1862, were taken at a date previous to the 
time when the army commenced the march from near 
Nashville, and that the number included all those that 
report themselves sick on the eve of every battle and 
who were left in the rear. 

The following is the return of the right wing on De- 
cember 31st, 1862, above referred to : — 



Gen. McCook and staff 
1st Division, Gen. Davis . • . 
2d " Gen. Johnson . 
3d " Gen. Sheridan 

Cavalry 

Artillery 

Total 



716 



13,063 



Offltoen* 


BnlfttfedlCen. 


Total. 


4 
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201 


3,563 


3,764 


275 


4,584 


4,859 


204 


3,950 


4,154 


9 


276 


285 • 


23 


690 


713 



13,779 



It must be remembered that a large detail from each 
brigade was sent to guard the wagon and ammunition 
train on its circuitous route to Nolensville, Triune, and 
thence to Murfreesboro' ; a force not required by the 
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other wing and centre, their trains going the direct 
route, under guard of Starkweather's brigade, the 
Michigan Engineers, the 9th Michigan Regiment, aided 
by a part of the Cavalry command and Colonel Walker's 

brigade. 

In Rousseau's division it seems that the artillery, ex- 
cept in the regular brigade, has not been counted. In 
Fyffe's brigade, of Van Cleve's division, there is an error 
of some kind. In the tri-monthly report, December 20th, 
1862, this brigade has 50 men less than Colonel Samuel 
Beatty's brigade. In the official report of General Rose- 
crans the number of Colonel S. Beatty's brigade is given 
as 1,216, and Colonel Fyffe's at only 798, while the offi- 
cial reports of the officers commanding regiments is as 
follows: Forty-fourth Indiana, 316 men; Eighty-sixth 
Indiana, 368, rank and file ; Fifty-ninth Ohio, 291 officers 
and men. The Thirteenth Ohio reports no number, but 
its losses in killed, wounded, and missing are 185. It 
must have had, at least, 350, which would make the 
number of the brigade 1,325. Add to this the battery of 
artillery, averaging about 95 men, and the true number 
of officers and men were probably 1,420. In my esti- 
mate I have given the number at 1,380. 

In the left wing, commanded by General Crittenden, 
the reports of brigade commanders do not include the 
effective force of their artillery, which seems to have 
acted especially under the orders of the Chief of Artil- 
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lerjr. In the monthly report of December 31st, 1862/ 
* the artillery for the left wing is given as follows : — 
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1,018 
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If I am correct, that the artillery is not counted in the 
left wing, the force engaged was as follows : — 



Infantry 
Artillery 



Total effective force in Left Wing 



13,808 
1,047 

14,885 



In the Confederate reports the number of muskets 
taken into battle are counted only. If the Union 
forces are calculated on the same basis, I believe that 
the number in battle Dec. 31st, 1862, were as follows, 
leaving out, of course, all wagon and head-quarters 
guards : — 



Right Wing 

Left Wing. 

Centre, less provost guards 

Cavalry .... 



18,779, including officers. 

H,500 " " 

8,500 " " 

2,300 " " 



Total force engaged, Dec. 31st, 1862 . 39,079 
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Effective force of the Army of the Tennessee, com- 
. manded by Gen. Braxton Bragg, in the Battle of 
Stone's River, near Murfreesboro 9 , Tenn.,Dec. 31st, 
1862, to Jan. 3d, 1863: — 





In Action. 
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I/T.-GEN.Ii.POIiK'S (FIRST) CORPS. 

FIRST DIVISION. 

Maj.-Gen. Cheatham. 
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2d " Gen. Stewart 
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SECOND DIVISION. 

Maj.-Gen. Withers. 
1st Brigade, Gen. Deas and Col. Loomis. 
2d " Gen. Chalmers 


31 
40 


4th " Col. Manisault 


Ttv 
/ 

14 
16 




X\f 


Total • 


637 


7237 


324 


101 




•LVS.L 




• . 


14133 


601 


166 



-•* • * 



■» * 



196 



TBE BATTLE OF STONE'S RIVER. 



CoatBDBRATB Forces. — Continued. 



r, jr. W. If ARPWIMI (SBC- 
©WD) CORPS. 

TlftST DIVISION. 

Maj.-Gen. Breckenridge. 

1st Brigade, Gen. Adams. • •• •• 

2d " Gens. Palmer and Pillow 

Sd " Gen. Preston 

4th " Gen. Hanson 

Total - 

SECOND DIVISION. 

Gen. Cleburne. 

1st Brigade, Gen. Polk 

2d " Gen. Liddell 

3d " Gen. Johnson 

4th " Gen. Wood 

Total 

Grand total, officers and men .... 

LT.-GEN. SMITH'S CORPS. 

SECOND DIVISION. 

Gen. McCown, escort 

1st Brigade, Gen. Ector 



In Action. 
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Confederate Forces. — Concluded. 
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Jackson Brigade (attached to Brecken- 
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